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Collections Off the Map





NEW ZEALAND AND SOUTH SEAS EXHIBITION, 1889–1890



NZJH 1967 ‐ 2010



‘THERE IS NO MUSIC IN NEW ZEALAND’, 

claimed Alfred Fitchett, Anglican Dean of 
Dunedin... [he] complained of ‘low’ taste and 
‘scanty’ musical knowledge and argued that 
except in two or three centres the ‘best’
music could not be produced or even 
understood by locals.

New Zealand Journal of History, 42, 1 (2008), p 42



http://www.nzonscreen.com/title/nothings-going-to-happen-1981




Raffaello Squarise (1856‐1945): The Colonial Career of an Italian Maestro
Murray, David Russell. PhD Thesis, Univ. of Otago.  2005





What does it mean when 2 billion people 
can find your history, your culture, but it 
is invisible from your Library’s search box?



Perfect Storm – Auckland style



Library Web   1996-2010



Solaris to Linux



Single box discovery?
http://www.ideachampions.com/weblogs/archives/2011/03/what_exactly_is.shtml



The need to use different terminology: 
The Catalogue morphs into Library Search



Roll out …..   Roll back

• Primo 3 upgrade &  Primo Central

• Plus rolling out redesigned Library website!! 

• New search environment buried the 
catalogue

• Needed to roll back a step as negative 
feedback from  our specialist searchers 
including many Library staff.  



Website 2011



Three tabs: 
The Catalogue; Articles & more; Readings & Exams

Where are our digital collections?



http://www.odt.co.nz/lifestyle/health/62774/getting-point-with-acupuncture
Pain Points



Stitching Costs





Problems…
• I do not retrieve all of the things in the 

collection.

• relevancy ranking looks very poor

• Peer reviewed relevance: broken, broken, 
broken

• a search on Shakespeare AND art…
psychology journals rise to the top

• Elsevier content now swamps the relevance 
ranked results



http://www.flickr.com/photos/39286633@N07/4339997523/in/photostream/



“All I can say is after a great day’s 
research how much I love Voyager and 
dislike Library Search. I know precisely 
what I want and can’t bear the wading 
through all the irrelevant material from 
LS. 

Please keep my friend Voyager going.”



Hybrid http://www.myfunnypets.net/pics/animal-photoshop-hybrids-
2/



Databases – Native Interface



http://www.odt.co.nz/news/galleries/gallery/your-town/146667/birdman-competition-oamaru
Potential



The vision of a new discovery environment [..] 
suggests that a synthesis of tools and services 
need to be coordinated in such a way to enable 
users to discover, access, and interact with 
relevant data from internal, external, owned, 
licensed, and freely-available data sources.

Discoverability Phase 2 Final Report. University of Minnesota Libraries. Sept 2010



Getting in the Box
http://www.flickr.com/photos/rohit_saxena/4874337932/



95 articles from yesterday’s 
NZ Herald available in  
ProQuest databases

180,000 articles back to 2004 in 
fulltext



• Hathi Trust
http://www.newyorker.com/online/2007/05/14/slideshow_070514_banksy?viewall=true#slide

10



http://beta.natlib.govt.nz/records/22892774?search[i][category]=Images&search[page]=2&search[path]=photos&search[text]=rugby

Local Content



What is the role of middlemen?



Aggregate & Expose

http://www.funnychill.com/media/879/Flasher/





Digital projects update
http://digitool.auckland.ac.nz/R/‐?func=dbin‐jump‐full&object_id=291254&silo_library=GEN01 





http://retrosuperfuture.com/super/blog/category/colab/





Bookplates project



nzepc Tapa Notebooks 



Geospatial Data Hub
what to do when the project finishes





Kia ora

Thank you

Geoffrey Thomas Alley (1903‐1986)
New Zealand's first National Librarian

http://www.digitalnz.org/records/1466843?search[i][format]=Images
&search[text]=Geoffrey+Alley
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