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Democracy in South Korea: An Optimistic View of

ROK Democratic Development'

JAMES B. PALAIS

INTRODUCTION: THE PESSIMISTIC VIEW
ON THE FUTURE OF SOUTH KOREAN DEMOCRACY

Most of the English literature on democratic development in South Korea is
pessimistic. While almost all scholars agree that democracy has been achieved
at the minimalist level, i.e., fair elections appear to have become the only
method for choosing political leaders—the long-term prospects for “consoli-
dated democracy” are suspect for a number of reasons. “Consolidation”
requires the adoption of attitudes and values similar to those of Western dem-
ocratic states that have endured over a period of two hundred years. The rea-
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Carter J Eckert Directory Menu
Yoon Se Young Professor of Korean History » Executive Committee
Harvard University } Associated Faculty
p Affiliated Scholars
Carter J. Eckert was born in Chicago and originally trained »  Affiliate Archive
in Western ancient and medieval history at Lawrence y  Staf
College in Wisconsin and at Harvard. He subseguently
developed a strong interest in Korea and East Asia as a b Graduate Student Associates
result of his experience as a Peace Corps Volunteer in b Al

Seoul in the late 1960s and 1970s. After several years of
working and studying in Korea, he returned to the United
States for doctoral study in Korean and Japanese history
at the University of Washington, Seattle. Since 1985 he has been teaching modern Korean history at
Harvard, including a popular undergraduate course called “The Two Koreas,” and working to build up the
Harvard Korean studies program. In addition to developing the undergraduate Korean studies program, in
the past two decades Eckent has also trained numerous Harvard graduate students, many of whom are
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Home = People = John Duncan

John Duncan

Professor of Pre-Modern Korean History; Director of the
Center for Korean Studies

Department: Asian Languages and Cultures

290 Royce Hall 11373 Bunche Hall
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1487
Campus mailcode: 148703

Tel: 310.825.3284/310.206-82358
duncani@humnet.ucla.edu

Keywards: Asia, East Asia, History, Korea, Korean Studies

EDUCATION

1988: Ph.D. in History, University of Washington, Seattle, Wa.
1977 M.A in History, University of Hawaii, Honaolulu, Hi.
1972: B.A in History, Korea University, Seoul, Korea

TEACHING POSITIONS

2003-now: Professaor, Departments of Asian Languages & Cultures and History, UCLA

1994-2003: Associate Professor, Departments of East Asian Languages & Cultures and History, UCLA
1993-94: Visiting Assistant Professor, Dept. of East Asian Languages and Civilizations, Harvard University
1989-93; Assistant Professor, Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures, UCLA

1988-89: Visiting Assistant Professor of History, Boise State University

1987-88: Lecturer in History, University of Washington
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Asian Studies 50th Anniversary!
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Buddhism and Contemporary Society
Program

b

Check back soon for upcoming events
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o THE MANY SIDES OF ASIA 360B

Each year the department offers a variety of
topics under the course numbed 3608. This
year we are offering courses in Modern
Japanese Literature, Cultures of Manga and
Anime More...

O NEW SUMMER COURSE IN INTENSIVE
CLASSICAL CHINESE!

This course is especially designed for: non-
heritage learners of Mandarin, and speakers of
Japanese and Korean with at least a basic
knowledge of more...

@ UBC Asian Studies on Facebook
. rhlike 133

T T

UBC Asian Studies
“ UBCAsianStudies

PEOPLE

Dr. Donald L. Baker, Professor

Major Research Interests

Don Baker studies the cultural and religious history of Korea.

He received his Ph.D. in Korean history from the University of Washington and has taught at UBC
since 1987. He teaches the department’s introduction to Asian civilizations for first-year students
as well as undergraduate and graduate courses on Korean history and thought {religion,
philosophy, and pre-modern science). In addition, he teaches a graduate seminar on the
reproduction of historical trauma in Asia, in which he leads graduate students in an examination of
how traumatic events in Asia in the 20th century, such as the Korean and Vietnam Wars, the
bombing of Hiroshima, partition of India, China's Cultural Revolution, and the killing fields of
Cambodia have been reproduced in eyewitness accounts, historiography, fiction, and film.
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Devin E. Naar Hwasook Mam Linda Nash

Hwasook Nam

Assistant Professor

Joint Appointment Jackson School of International Studies
Modern Korea

Email: hsnam@uw.edu

Phone. (206) B85-7756

Office: THO 3014

Web:

Office Hours: On Leave

Education

Ph.D. University of Washington, 2003

Selected Bibliography

Building Ships, Building a Mation: Korea's Demaocratic Unionism under Park Chung Hee. Seattle:
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Sun Joo Kim Directory Menu
Director, Korea Institute p Executive Commitiee
Harvard University p Associated Faculty

p Affiliated Scholars
Sun Joo Kim is Harvard-Yenching Professor of Korean
History in the Department of East Asian Languages and
Chvlizations, Harvard University. She began teaching
Korean history at Harvard since 2001 after she received
her doctoral degree in Korean history from the University g
of Washington in 2000. She also earned her master's
degree from the University of Washington in 1992 and her
bachelor's degree from Yonsei University (Seoul, Korea) in
1984

p  Affiliate Archive

p Staff

p Graduate Student Associates
All

She is the author of the book, Marginality and Subversion
in Korea: The Hong Kydngnae Rebellion of 16812
published by the University of Washington Press in 2007
Sha ic glen the editor of the honk Thae Mordbaemr Reminn ofF
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Michael Robinson

+ Professor, Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures

Graduate Students . .
+ Adjunct Professor, Department of History

Staff
Faculty Office Hours Education
View Faculty by Field » Ph.D. at University of Washington, 1979

View Faculty Home
Contact Information

Allen, 1.
Andrews, 5. robimeRindiana .edu
Atwood, C. Goodbody Hall, Rm. 227
Bannon, C. (812) 855-3635
Barton, K.
Basore, 1. Background
Bodnar, 1.
Bose, P. w50 Throughout my career I have been fascinated by the
Brakke, D. madern history of Korea and Japan. While I am involved in
Bucur, M. * the study of both modern and contemporary Northeast Asia,
Capshew, 1. my prin;iple studies have focgaed on modern Korea during
) the period of Japanese colonial rule. My first book, Cuftural

Carmichael, A. ) ) ) i

) Nationalism in Colonial Korea (1988), explored early Korean
Christ, M. i . ) . ) .

- nationalist ideology and identity formation exposing the

Clegg, C. roots of later ideclogical splits on the peninsula that
Cullather, N. emerged after 1945. Subseguent work shifted to focus on
Deliyannis, D. the root causes for how the Japanese successfully obtained
Diaz, A. hegemony in Korea and how this hegemony shaped early

Dierks, K. Korean formations of modernity. I addressed this theme in
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Dr. James Falais :
The School of International Scudies - Coupight. 198), Daattie Times Compar ¢
The Universicy of Washington
Seattla, Washingtom 98195 The Saaltls Tiaes  Sauciny. Aoxll 30 1883

Dear Dr. Falalas:

Korth Horea has proposed a thres-uay dialogue which wounld involwe the
United States and North and South Korea. This represents a change in attltude e oo
from Les eraditional position of intransigence. Previous to this proposal, W 9
it had only sought dialogus betwesn North Korea and the United States. South
Kores is now insisting on bilateral talks between Horth and South Korea aloma.
As I mentioned in one of the enclosed speeches, 1 see a good possibility of
dialogue developing between both sides which might involve two, three, four

or six pnatioms.

Also at this time, there is a polirical crisis in the South stesming from
the present military government's lack of popularity among our people and the
lack of demccratization to which our people have long aspired.

In a word, I ses great possibility of change in Korea this year. There
is looming danger because of the present dictaterial rule in the South and
becausa of United States government support for that dictatorship.

1 have made some speeches which address these issues and I am sending
them to you for your referemce as you evaluate the situation in Korea. 1
really hope you will have time to read this material. 1 would appreciate

any comments you may have to make om it.
Sincerely,

S Do

KIM Dae J L

enclosures: "The Present Situation in Korea"; February 21, 1984
“!h;.lnguln Peninsula - Peace and Reunification"; February 22, 19§
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Mr. Henry Elssinger
The Whita House
wWashington, 0.C.

Dear Mr, Kissinger:
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