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Outlines
1. how tracing the origin and the history of 

donated rare artifacts can add value and 
meaning to library collections, 

2. how technology can restore and 
preserve fragile items, and 

3. how projects like this can create new 
research and outreach opportunities.
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Magic Lantern Slides?

“Transparent images on glass, approximately 
3.5 x 4 inches (9x13 cm), that is intended 
to be viewed by projection.”

“Lantern slides may have images that are 
hand‐painted, printed or photographed.”

‐‐‐ Society of American Archivists (SAA)
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Lantern Slide Projectors
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Slide shows
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From the UHM 
Library’s Magic 
Lantern Slides 
Collection

A scene of a 
lantern slide 
show in Japan 
ca. Meiji 
Period (1868‐
1911)



Magic Lantern 
Slides in Europe & 
North America



Slide shows
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Interest Groups
• Magic Lantern Slides Society of the US & Canada 
http://www.magiclanternsociety.org/

• Magic Lantern Society (UK) 
http://www.magiclantern.org.uk/

• Library of Congress American Memory Harvard 
University Graduate School of Design 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/landscape
/lanternsgsd.html

• UC Berkeley Lantern Slide Collection 
http://geoimages.berkeley.edu/GeoImages/LanternSli
des/LanternSlides_TOC.html

• Magic Lantern Theater 
http://www.magiclanternshows.com/new.htm
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Lantern Slides in 
Japan
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18th C Introduced from Holland (?)
18th-19th Japanized-”utsushie”

1874 Re-introduced from the U.S. by 
Seiichi Tejima (gov’t official)

Meiji (1868-
1911)

2 photographers (Hatsuzo Tsurubuchi & 
Matsuchi Nakajima) were 
commissioned to develop made-in-
Japan products by the Ministry of 
Education

Late Meiji Popularity peaked

Post WWII-
1955

Used  for Re-education by the US 
Military



Scanning/Database
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Title: Nara 
Gojunoto 
(Five story 
pagoda in 
Nara)

title

Additional 
information
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Slide Themes
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History Detectives



3) A trunk and two trays 
containing 4x3 ¼ glass 
slides—as yet uncounted—
which will be cleaned and 
examined by me and 
arrangements made for 
their use by the Center and 
the University.

4) A projector and a key for 
the showing of the above 
slides (I should note that 
the projector is badly 
rusted and may not be 
workable).
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Who was Takie
Okumura?



Okumura Takie奥村多喜衛 (1865‐1951)
1865 Born in Kochi Prefecture in Japan

1890 Enrolled in Doshisha University Theological Seminary

1894 Arrived in Honolulu, started working at the Nuuanu Congregational 
Church

1896 Opened a Japanese language school. Established "Okumura Home" (a
boarding school for Japanese immigrants' children)

1899 Began Hawaii Chuo Gakuin (Honolulu Japanese Elementary School)

1900 Participated in establishing the Japanese Benevolent Hospital (a
predecessor of Kuakini Medical Center), Organized a Japanese boy‘s 
baseball team “JBS” Founded the Japanese YMCA

1901 A two‐story facility of Okumura Home was built in Kukui

1912 Made an around the world tour

1921‐30 Engaged in the campaign to resolve the Japanese‐American 
relations program in Hawaii

1925 Published "The Solution to the Japanese‐American Relation 
Problem in Hawaii"

1951 Passed away at the age of 86 30



Okumura Home 
ca.1920

Mr. & Mrs. Okumura

All photos from courtesy of Makiki
Christian Church 31



Okumura’s hand‐made slides
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Sekai isshu ehagaki tsushin 1912 (Post cards 
from around the world)
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Outreach
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Cloud Comp 
& 

Crowd Sourced
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“The person at the 
far right is Mr. 
Hideo Kuwahara, 
who was the first 
teacher from Japan 
at the Honolulu 
Japanese School. 
The third person 
from the back left 
is Takie Okumura”
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What’s Next?



Edward Sylvester Morse (1838-1925)
Courtesy of the Maine Historical Society

The library is the repository of the papers and sketches of Edward 
Sylvester Morse, “father of Japanese archaeology,” and director 
of the Peabody Museum from 1880 to 1916.  47



Linking to Other Relevant 
Resources for Research 

and Studies



National Diet Library’s Digital Library from the Meiji 
Era
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http://kindai.da.ndl.go.jp/info:ndljp/pid/833415/1
1890 (Meiji 23)
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(Sanitation Campaign 
Lantern Slides)

http://kindai.da.ndl.go.jp/info:ndljp/pid/833415/1
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Relations between contaminated well 
water & Lavatory



http://kindai.da.ndl.go.jp/info:ndljp/pid/798853/1
1903 (Meiji 36)

Nohi (Nobi) Earthquake & Nobi Orphanage
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http://kindai.da.ndl.go.jp/info:ndljp/pid/802467/1
1900 (Meiji 33) 56

Lantern Slide Show on 
Agriculture

http://kindai.da.ndl.go.jp/info:ndljp/pid/802467/1


http://kindai.da.ndl.go.jp/info:ndljp/pid/802467/28
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http://kindai.da.ndl.go.jp/info:ndljp/pid/802467/24
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Finding Scholarly 
Articles through 
New Japanese 
Databases



Koseisha Zasshi Kiji Sakuin Shusei Database
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• Digitizing these fragile artifacts and 
uncovering the history have resurrected the 
century‐old images to the present, and 

• Providing access through a cloud technology 
on the web has created a new virtual 
community while helping preserve an almost 
forgotten cultural artifact.
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University of Hawaii at Manoa Magic Lantern Slides 
site
http://digicoll.manoa.hawaii.edu/lanternslides/

Google Search: magic lantern slides hawaii
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