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Engage Faculty & Students in Library 
Research Commons

Collaborative, interdisciplinary space with robust 
technology and a variety of gathering spaces, including 
remote access and conferencing

Support the whole life-cycle of research

User-driven usage drawing on extensive and rich library 
resources and data

Ability to capture and record versions, snapshots, and 
product (publications, exhibits, versions) throughout the 
creative process



UCLA NEH Summer Institute –
Digital Cultural Mapping

Targets scholars at all stages of their careers who are 
actively engaged in digitally enable research

Those who are preparing digital publications and/or 
teaching courses that rely on geotemporal analysis and 
argumentation

Opportunity to work closely with faculty and staff

The UCLA Library was a full partner and hosted the 
sessions

Brought 12 participants from 9 universities and three 
independent humanities scholars, plus UCLA faculty and 
visiting presenters





The ABCs of the CBC

Engages graduate students in using Islandora to develop 
an interactive on-line exhibition exploring children’s 
books

It is an exhibit inside of a textbook

It’s not about use, but about building and making new 
resources

Draws on the resources of Library Special Collections 
and engages with original artifacts





Moves inside the text to explore

Childhood

Literacy

Printing

Publishing

History

Cultural

Iconography



Seeing Sunset, Learning Los Angeles

A guide prepared for Students in GE66, LA: the Cluster
University of California, Los Angeles

Janice L. Reiff, editor
A joint production of Jan Reiff, Dell Upton and the Sunset Boulevard 
Summer Knowledge Design Research Team: Melanie Arias, Max D. 

Baumgarten, Erin Coleman, and Diane Ward with the generous 
assistance of the rest of the Summer Knowledge Design Team, 
the Digital Library team of the UCLA Library, and the Office of 

Instructional Development



Proposal (Spring 2012)
“textbook” to accompany students’ actual exploration of Los Angeles via the 
Sunset Boulevard bus that can initially be accessed in print and digital forms 
and that eventually will be available through the UCLA library’s Digital Library 
platform
•historical overview of each community through which the bus travels
•guide to points of interest in those communities that reveal insights into the 
city’s development or contemporary issues
•guide to research resources available at UCLA and elsewhere

Design and Research (Summer 2012)
ten-week studio, two faculty, two project (Sunset and Baltimore Signage), 
fourteen students (graduate and undergraduates) from history, geography, 
urban planning, information studies, digital humanities, design|media arts, 
political science; research space, digital resources, staff support on Islandora 
provided by UCLA Library

Instructional test phase (Fall 2012)
pdf and interactive map access available through class web site; student 
assignments based on actual bus rides, materials in the Sunset text, and 
student research; four “embedded” librarians

Evaluation phase (Winter 2013)
student focus groups  on content, design, access

Islandora implementation stage (Spring/Summer 2013)



Link to Seeing Sunset: Learning Los Angeles 
Textbook  on class web site



Introductory information for historical overview               Example of  point of interest text

Note links to external research resources for students



1931 Map of Westwood & Holmby Hills from UCLA Library Digital Library 
Collection overlaid on class interactive map for Westwood point of interest 

17, Hilgard/University Drive Entrance to UCLA; photo is being delivered 
from the Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection at 

http://jpg1.lapl.org/pics45/00042345.jpg 



W. M. Garland (realtor, insurance broker, rental agent) 1925 map
entitled “The Heart of Downtown” from the UCLA Map Collection.  Text 

from Downtown Point of Interest 12: Pershing Square



Library Initiatives – Simul8

Conceived to operate like a start-up company, placing an 
emphasis on a flat team structure, and experimental/build-
fast prototype mentality

The charge is to innovate with technologies in order to 
create a more dynamic interaction for users of our 
collections, and create efficiencies in user/library workflows 
that enhance discover and user-curation of relevant content

Create experiences that are simple, powerful, and useful 
across many devices and platforms

Focus on building apps on web/mobile platforms that 
support search, discovery, and curation of library collections 
and electronic database materials

Team of graduate students led by a library staff member



Transforming the Library Experience

Focus on search and user-curation as well as extending 
the ULCLA across the most popular devices—iPhone, 
Android phones, and Tablets

Stashd allows students and faculty to save online-offline 
research content with one click from their browser 
toolbar for later viewing

Scannr is an app for capturing/uploading scans using a 
mobile camera





The UCLA Library Mobile App

UCLA Library catalog search

Item reviews

Library Information

Stashd

Scannr

Article search

Autosuggest – search suggestions

Item location maps



















Course Q/A App

Posting questions

Answering questions

Voting up/down questions

Search of knowledge database

Social badges awarded for activity





Engagement

Bring faculty and students into our space to do research 
and create new knowledge

Expand the use of the Library’s rich resources

Develop mobile applications that students will use

Engage students in the library research process



Build the platform to support …

The Library’s objective of building a robust digital library 
to house electronic/digital content created by the library, 
drawn from Library Special Collections, international 
collaborative projects, and faculty and student 
engagement

Base activity on accepted standards and protocols and 
open systems, using content standard file formats to 
create and store content

Provide a range of data preservation and curation tools 
and services that meet the needs of faculty and students



Islandora Technical Architecture

Easier Collaboration

Highly Customizable
Drupal

Better Data Stewardship
Fedora Commons

Lucene
Solr & Mulgara
Resource 
index

Better Discovery

Gsearch 
(Lucene)
in Fedora 
enables
Solr
= faceted
search results

Mulgara RDF 
database
= browse 
searching
Mulgara

Java
Rule
Engine

Better Security

Custom
Content
Models

LDAP

MARCXML

VRACORE

EMBL XML
DC/QDC

PbCore
MzXML
MIX
Dwcore
REFWORKS XML
MODS



Gary E. Strong

gstrong@library.ucla.edu

The Simul8 Project is generously supported by Arcadia

The NEH Institute was supported with funds from the US National Endowment for 
the Humanities

Special thanks to UCLA Faculty Jan Reiff, Johanna Drucker, and Todd Presner

Questions and Discussion

mailto:gstrong@library.ucla.edu
http://www.arcadiafund.org.uk/
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