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Hidden collections 
Grant-seeking
Media relations

Monomania L.A.



Industry, Tourism, Symbolism

1. California Historical Society Collection, 1860-1960
2. L.A. Area Chamber of Commerce Collection, 1890-1960
3. Dick Whittington Photography Collection, 1924-1987
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Collectors of the Deeply Hidden

David Boulé, author of The Orange and the Dream of California, L.A. as Subject member



Revealing, Surfacing, Un-hiding

L.A. as Subject—250 members throughout the U.S.
Mission—to bring to light hidden archival collections of value to scholars, media, and 
enthusiasts of Southern California history



In 2012

Were approaching 2nd anniversary of KCET SoCal Focus contributions
Had just begun expanding into video segments that integrated our collections and those of 
L.A. as Subject members
Using interviews, our Digital Library, and other archival materials to tell stories



2013-2014

Completed entire series—Incline L.A.
Partnered with Los Angeles Magazine to expand local coverage
Partnered with Gawker and Gizmodo to develop Southland for national and international 
audiences

http://www.kcet.org/updaily/socal_focus/history/la-as-subject/incline-la-catalinas-island-mountain-railway-episode-three.html


Grant Strategy + Collections 
Capacity-Building + More Media

Pursued grants that would help in 2 ways:
1. Support individual collectors in professionalize their operations

2. Support media / storytelling related to hidden collections and private collectors

IMLS funded 3 resident archivists—USC, The Autry, Cal State Northridge
Cal Humanities funded  the storytelling project—Monomania L.A.



Monomania L.A. Online + TV



USC Strategic Vision
USC as source of 
understanding the past, 
present, and future of Los 
Angeles

Connecting the individual to 
the world; drawing together 
the local and the global

Promote students’ 
understanding of local 
environment and its place in 
the world



An Excerpt from Episode 1



A Few Stats + What’s Next

October 2014 web stats—referrals to digitallibrary.usc.edu
1. 20.43% from Gizmodo and KCET

2. DPLA 7.76%; Wikipedia 6.23%; USC sites 3.53%

First 3 Monomania L.A. episodes online; spring 2015, hour-long broadcast on KCET
Monomania L.A. as proof-of-work for larger National Endowment for the Humanities grant

http://digitallibrary.usc.edu/
http://www.laassubject.org/
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