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Introduction
• NUSL has initiated several digitization projects 

over the years

Selected Printed 
Materials from 
NUSL



NUS Chinese Library
• Established in 1953, at

University of Malaya
• Over 600,000 volumes of Chinese 

materials
• One of the largest Chinese academic 

collections outside Mainland China, 
Taiwan and Hong Kong.



Southeast Asian Chinese Collection
 Has seen a significant growth over the years – from 

about 5000 Chinese titles in 1990 to the current 16000 
Chinese titles

 Apart from donations, the Collection is strengthened
through the library’s acquisitions as well as overseas
book procurement trips.



Lat Pau Digitization Project



Lat Pau Digitization Project (cont.)

• Singapore’s 1st Chinese Daily 
Newspaper

• Published 1881-1932
• NUS Chinese Library covers 1887-1932
• Digitized Lat Pau using the microfilm 

copies in 1998
• Available Online in Jan 2000



Lat Pau Digitization Project (cont.)



HDCSEA Project
Historical Documents on Chinese in Southeast Asia Project

• Proposed in 2004
• To digitize available documents of research

value and relevant to the historical studies on 
the Chinese people in Southeast Asia

• Purposes : 
1. Preserve fragile primary source materials
2. Provide convenient access to researchers 
and students

• Includes : 
1. Historical Documents from NUS Libraries
2. Other institutions
3. Individuals



HDCSEA Project (cont.)
• Priority : Primary Resources 

Newspapers, Magazines, Commemorative 
Publications, Textbooks, Manuscripts, Travel and 
Descriptions, and Private Correspondences

• Also Include : 
Secondary Materials
Important historical writings by Chinese authors 
in Southeast Asia which are out of print and had 
not been widely circulated before 

• Important : 
Only non-copyrighted materials are included



• Materials in good physical conditions –
In-house Digitization



• Materials in microfilm, fragile materials, 
thread-bound Chinese books – Outsource to 
External Vendors



HDCSEA Website
• Launched in March 2007

http://libportal.nus.edu.sg/frontend/ms/sea-chinese-historical-doc/about-sea-chinese-historical-doc



HDCSEA Website (cont.)



Biographies

HDCSEA Website (cont.)



Individual 
works

HDCSEA Website (cont.)



First Issue of  
Magazines

HDCSEA Website (cont.)



HDCSEA Website (cont.)



HDCSEA Website (cont.)



HDCSEA Website (cont.)



HDCSEA Website (cont.)

Commemorative publications of 
religious institutions 



Commemorative publications of 
Chinese news agencies 

HDCSEA Website (cont.)



HDCSEA Website (cont.)

Publications of Chinese trade unions 



HDCSEA Website (cont.)

Historical works



HDCSEA Website (cont.)

Travel and Descriptions



HDCSEA Website (cont.)

Miscellaneous writings



HDCSEA Project (cont.)



Access via Library Catalogue



 Research advisory services
Promotion of HDCSEA Website



 Library instruction programmes for teaching 
modules related to Southeast Asian Studies 

Promotion of HDCSEA Website (cont.)



 Update users on new additions of digitized 
materials on the HDCSEA Website through 
contributing articles to the newsletter for 
Department of Chinese Studies, NUS 

Promotion of HDCSEA Website (cont.)



• Visitors

Promotion of HDCSEA Website (cont.)



• Conferences
• International Cooperation Workshop for Culture of 

Southern Min (Minnan),National Cheng Kung 
University, Taiwan, December 2011

Promotion of HDCSEA Website (cont.)



• Confereces
 2012 International Seminar on Chinese Digital 

Publishing and Digital Library, Kunming, Yunnan 
Province, China, 25-30 June, 2012

Promotion of HDCSEA Website (cont.)



• Dr Wong Sin Kiong
– Associate Professor and Former Head of the 

Department of Chinese Studies, NUS
– Research interests: Modern China and Chinese 

overseas
– Used digitized materials to carry out research on 

the Chinese people in particular Hakka people in 
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and Penang as well as 
prominent figures such as Dr Sun Yat Sen and Dr 
Lim Boon Keng

Impacts on Scholarship 



Impacts on Scholarship (cont.) 
– “China’s Politics in Nanyang: Reflections from the 

Lim Boon Keng’s Gunshot Incident in Singapore” 
– “The Hakka and Chinese education and 

Confucianism in Penang”



– “Sun Yatsen and the 1911 Revolution: Historical 
Development of the Revolutionary Movements in 
Southeast Asia, 1900-1925. 

– “Reading Clubs and the Chinese revolutionary 
movements in Southeast Asia”

– “State, Ethnicity, and Hakka Leaders: with 
emphasis on the establishment of “new schools” 

– “Pattern and characteristics of revolutionary 
movement in Nanyang: Case studies of 
revolutionary organizations in Singapore and 
Penang”

Impacts on Scholarship (cont.) 



• Dr Lew Bon Hoi
– Senior Lecturer, Department of Chinese 

Language and Literature and Director, Centre of 
Malaysian History, New Era College, Malaysia

– Research Interests: History of Malaysian Chinese 
and Southeast Asia

– Used pre-war newspapers at HDCSEA Website in 
his following two books: 
– 80 Years of Historiography of Malaysia 

and Singapore 
– A Collection of Chang Lee Chien

Impacts on Scholarship (cont.) 



• Dr Li Kui
– PhD, College of Arts, Guangzhou Jinan University; 

Lecturer, College of Arts, Shanxi Normal University
– Research interests: Chinese literary works in 

Southeast Asia
– Applied and secured the funding of research 

projects:
– 2013: Dissemination of Chinese Culture in 

Singapore and Malaya (1815-1919)
– 2014: Chinese fictions in Newspapers in 

Singapore and Malaya (1815-1919)

Impacts on Scholarship (cont.) 



Impacts on Scholarship (cont.) 
• Dr Li Kui

– Used digitized newspapers to conduct research on 
Chinese fictions such as Dream of the Red Chamber 
(or Hong Lou Meng, 3 articles) and Strange Stories 
from a Chinese Studio (or Liaozhai Zhiyi, 2 articles). 



• Dr Goh Leng Hoon
– Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Chinese 

Language and Culture, National Taiwan Normal 
University

– Research interests: Chinese people in Penang
– Used digitized Penang Sin Poe(槟城新报) for his 

research on Chinese people in Penang (Malaysia)
– “A Study of Chinese Revolutionary Alliance 

(Tongmenghui) in Penang” (in print)

Impacts on Scholarship (cont.) 



Impacts on Scholarship (cont.) 
– “Chinese without Association--Unemployed 

Penang Chinese rescue organization and dispute” 
– “The Unemployed Chinese Workers and Penang 

Civilians’ Factory (1921–1923) ”



• Dr Eugenia Lean
– Associate Professor of Chinese History, Department 

of East Asian Languages and Cultures and Director, 
Weatherhead East Asian Institute, Columbia 
University

– Currently using Union Times（总汇新报） to search 
for advertisements by the company Household 
Industries（家庭工业社）. With this material, Dr Lean 
is interested in establishing the reach of the 
company into Southeast Asia and the global culture 
of using movie stars to market mass manufactured 
cosmetic products

Impacts on Scholarship (cont.) 



• Chinese Overseas Society
– A 3rd year undergraduate module
– 15 students enrolled in 1st Semester, AY13/14
– Assignment 1: Compile a list of reports and 

articles relating to Chinese people and Chinese 
society in the Sin Kuo Min Jit Pao (新国民日报).

– Assignment 2: Write an essay on the Chinese 
society in Singapore in the 20th century, based 
on the reports and articles  from the Sin Kuo Min 
Jit Pao (新国民日报).

Impacts on Student Work



• Seminar in Southeast Asian Chinese Studies
– Graduate module offered since 2004.
– Students are encouaged to make use of the 

historicial documents on Southeast Asia that 
NUSL has digitized.

Impacts on Student Work (cont.) 



– Used digitized Prominent Figures in South Seas（南
洋名人集传） to conduct research on:
– Hakka people in Penang
– Hokkien people in Kuala Lumpur
– Cantonese people in Kuala Lumpur
– Chinese Women in Southeast Asia in the early 

20th century

Impacts on Student Work (cont.) 



– Used digitized Penang Sin Poe (槟城新报) to conduct 
research on:
– The activities of Sun Yat Sen in Penang.
– The public opinion on Chinese Folk Customs in 

Penang (1895-1915) 

Impacts on Student Work (cont.) 



– Used digitized Lat Pau(叻报) and Sin Kuo Min Jit Pao
(新国民日报) to conduct research on:
– Lim Boon Keng’s Gunshot Incident in 1928

(Lim was a Chinese physician who promoted social and 
educational reforms in Singapore in the early 20th century)

Impacts on Student Work (cont.) 

– Used digitized Accounts 
of travels to the 
Nanyang (南洋旅行记) to 
conduct research on:
– Chinese Education in 

Penang in the early 
20th Century



• traces Dr. Sun's revolutionary activities in the 
Southeast Asian region and highlights the 
impact of the 1911 Chinese Revolution on 
Singapore as well as Singapore's contributions 
to the Revolution.

• Re-opened in 2011

Book & Exhibition Projects of Wanqing 
Yuan (Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall)



Book Projects by Wanqing Yuan

• Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s 
Heritage Trail in 
Singapore
– Published in October 

2011, highlights 11 
locations in Singapore 
where Dr. Sun Yat Sen 
had visited, or played 
an important role in the 
1911 Revolution

– 2 images were used.



• 1911 Revolution: Singapore 
Pioneers in Bukit Brown
– Published in December 2013
– honors selected Singapore 

pioneers who actively 
contributed to the 1911 
Revolution and to Singapore 
society in the early 20th Century

– 3 images were used

Book Projects by Wanqing Yuan (cont.)



• Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall Permanent 
Exhibition
– introduces key community leaders in the early 

20th century
– highlights Nanyang as a base for Revolution
– explores the impact and influences of the 1911 

Chinese Revolution on the Singapore Chinese 
community.

– 35 images were used.

Exhibition Projects of WQY



• The Second Revolution and Nanyang Special 
Exhibition
– traces Dr Sun Yat Sen‘s Second Revolution to oust 

Yuan and his three attempts to establish a 
republic in Guangzhou

Exhibition Projects at WQY (cont.)

– highlights the 
responses from the 
Chinese 
community in 
Singapore and 
Malaya

– 5 images were 
used 



• Remembering Dr. Sun Yat Sen Special 
Exhibition
– looks into the various activities and efforts of 

Singapore and the Malay Peninsula in 
commemorating Dr. Sun Yat Sen and the 
Revolution during the pre-war period

– 24 images were used

Exhibition Projects at WQY (cont.)



• Permanent Galleries Enhancement
– introduces key community leaders in the early 

20th century; highlights Nanyang as a base for 
Revolution; and explores the impact and 
influences of the 1911 Chinese Revolution on 
the Singapore Chinese community

– to launch in Oct 2014
– 17 images were used

Exhibition Projects at WQY (cont.)



• Audio-visual guide of Permanent Galleries
– A companion to the permanent exhibition of 

Sun Yat Sen Nanyang Memorial Hall, the 
audio-visual guide narrates further information 
related to the permanent exhibition.

– 10 images were used.

Exhibition Projects at WQY (cont.)



• Digitization has benefited beyond improving 
accessibility and protecting the original documents 
from excessive handling and repeated copying

• Resulted in numerous academic publications and 
research outputs

• Enabled faculty members to integrate the digitized 
materials into student works

• Enabled public institutions to research, develop and 
curate exhibition projects

• Made knowledge discovery much easier, and 
therefore enabled a better understanding  of various 
aspects on the Chinese people in Southeast Asia 

Conclusion



Thank You!
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