
Milly Lau   Hong Xu   Steve Ching

PRDLA Annual Meeting 2014 

1



 About the Library
 Digitization Projects at Library of CityU
 Land Deed Collections 
 Characteristics of Land Deeds
 Metadata for Land Deeds
 Partnership in Creating Metadata Schema and 

Developing Digital Projects
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 > 1,046,400 print books, > 2.5 million e-books 
 > 213,200 bound periodicals, > 1,900 serials
 Special Collections include at least seven areas.

CityU Run Run Shaw Library
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 Digital Special Collections 
 Chinese Rare Books Special Collection
 English Law Special Collection
 1911-1949 Minguo Publications
 Hong Kong Publications
 Posters/Leaflets
 Photographs
 Land Deeds

 CADAL (China Academic Digital Associative 
Library) Hong Kong Cooperation Centre (CADAL
項目香港地區合作籌備中心). 

 Korean Classics Indexing Project 
 Today Literary Magazine Archive
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 620 pre-1949 old Chinese land deeds dating 
back to the 6th year of Zhengde’s reign of  
Ming Dynasty 明朝正德六年 (A.D. 1511) 

 1,500 family papers
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 251 Chinese land deed receipts of Shaanxi Province
 Dated Qing Dynasty (清朝光緒16年 , i.e. 1890 A.D.)
 Donated by Mr. Gabriel Yu and Mrs. Teresa Yu

朝邑縣地
契執照存
根
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 Professor Richard Ho (CityU)
 Donated 1 Ming Dynasty (Wanli 46; 1618 

A.D.) and 1 Qing Dynasty (Shunzhi 16; 1659 
A.D.) land deeds

明朝萬曆46年 (西元1618年)

清朝順治16年 (西元1659年)
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 Prof.  Gregory Chow (Princeton University)
 Donated some 360 Chinese land deeds and 

1,500 family documents to our Library
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土地所有權狀
廣州市政府地政局
民國 37 年 (1948)

Other Selected Items from the 
Collection 
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 4 Ming dynasty (1368–1644) land deeds 
 7 land deeds of Hong Kong of Japanese occupation 

period (香港日治時期) (1941-1945) 
 Donated by Mr. C.C. Wong

昭和十八年 (1943年)家屋賣買契約書
明朝正德六年
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 Ming dynasty (1368 -1644)
 Qing dynasty (1644 -1911)
 Republic of China (1912 - 1949)
 Unknown
 Hong Kong (Military occupation 

by the Empire of Japan) (1941-
1945)

 5
 322
 267
 24
 7 

Total:  625
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Guangdong Province 

Shaanxi Province 

Hong Kong 
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Peking University Library 
• Property deeds and land deeds of Song 

(960-1279), Yuan (1271–1368), Ming 
(1368-1644) & Qing (1644 to 1912) 
dynasties.

-> Book format for loan
-> Loose leaf land deeds:  > 1,000 items
• CALIS platform
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Sun Yat-sen University

In 2005, the Library 
received the mementos of 
the first president of the 
Sun Yat-Sen University, 
including 56 land deeds.
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Source:

Shantou University Library

Shantou University 
Library has collected a 
number of old Chinese 
land deeds of local 
regions (Guangdong 
Province).
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Shanghai Jiao Tong University

A professor at the history department 
has found 7,000 old land deeds of 
Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644 to 
1912) dynasties of Zhejiang Province 
浙江省 in the last 10 years.
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Research Center for Chinese Social History, 
Shanxi University

Collected 5,067 contractual 
documents, including land records, 
of Qing dynasty in Shanxi Province
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• Qingshui River Documents 清水江文书, 
also known as the “Forestry contracts of 
the Miao nationality in Guizhou Province 
贵州苗族林业契约文书“ 

• various types of title and land deeds

KaiLi University Library
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 随着广泛的宣传报导，徽州契约文书开始受到学术
研究机构的重视，中国社会科学院历史所、经济所、
北京师范大学、天津南开大学、天津市博物馆、南
京图书馆、上海图书馆、广州中山大学、北京图书
馆、南京大学、北京大学、安徽省图书馆、安徽省
博物馆、安徽师范大学，还有新疆、兰州、西安、
成都和重庆的一些大学共购藏徽州契约文书约1O
万余份。
2 0 0 6年1月, 第3 5卷第1期, 上海师范大学学报(哲学社会科学版)

 100,000 documents are being kept by many 
renowned universities, research centers, 
libraries and museums in China.
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 明清徽州土地买卖活动和租佃活动的频繁，形成了
大量的山契、地契、田契、租佃契约、置产簿、佃
仆文约等。
2 0 0 6年1月, 第3 5卷第1期, 上海师范大学学报(哲学社会科学版)

 Since the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), the 
merchants of Huizhou (historical region in 
southeastern China) were renowned for their 
economic prowess
◦ Many transactions on selling land and renting land
◦ Many different types of land contracts  
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Taiwan History Digital Library 
(THDL)

• Over 29,000 pre-1900 land deeds 
of Taiwan

• Covers about 80% of all primary 
Chinese historical materials about 
Taiwan before 1895

Various Collections of Land Deeds 
in Taiwan
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National Repository of Cultural Heritage 
Ministry of Culture (Taiwan)

Various Collections of Land Deeds 
in Taiwan
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Various Collections of Land Deeds in Taiwan

Old Deeds Project (Taiwan)
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University of Pittsburgh (U.S.) Library 

222 old Chinese land deeds 
of Fujian Province that span 
over three hundred years 
(1584-1978)
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Guangzhou Real Estate Archives 
• has a quite complete set of 

records related to title of lands 
and ownership of properties in 
Guangzhou since 1921

Guangdong Province

Shantou City Real Estate Archives
• 20,000 pieces of precious historical title deeds
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 市档案馆收藏有清朝至解放初(1953)的各类房地契
近 200 余张。年份最早的一张产生于乾隆五年
（ 1740 ）。

 more than 200 land and real estate deeds 
from Qing Dynasty (1644 to 1912) to 1953.

Bureau of Archives, Jiaxing City (Zhejiang 
Province)
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Nanjing Real Estate Archives
 holds old Chinese land 

records and papers on land 
policy during the Republic of 
China (1912–49).

Yixing City Archives 
 collects a number of old 

Chinese land deeds.  The 
earliest one is dated back to 
1866.

Jiangsu Province
南京市房產檔案館

• 館藏檔案250萬卷,
包括明清順治以來歷
代房地產契紙,民國
時期地政檔案。

宜興市檔案館

• 主要涉及地契、田契、
山契、田赋征收通知
单

• 年代上至清朝同治五
年，下至民国十七年
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 收集、整理了現在稀見的清代從嘉慶、道光、咸豐、
同治、光緒至宣統 (1805—1911年)106年間的
196件地契。

 Has 106 old Chinese land deeds of Qing 
Dynasty from 1805—1911.

Xindu County Archives (Sichuan Province)
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 legal documents concerning the ownership of 
and tenure of property. 

 wealth of information such as: date of 
execution, parties involved, recitals, witnesses, 
official stamp, property price, the background 
leading to such transactions, etc. 
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◦ primary documentation that reflect the 
land ownership in different historical 
periods, land tenure changes and land 
management system of China. 
 inheritance and trading systems of real 

estates 
 changes of land laws 
 legal system 
 evolving economic and financial systems
 monetary and fiscal policies
 socio-economic conditions of the past
 history of public administration
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 dated from the late Qing Dynasty to the 
Republic of China (1912 - 1949) period

 Mainly Guangdong and Hong Kong areas
 together with the family papers of an 

influential family during the Republic of China 
(1912 - 1949) period
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 primary sources in the study of history of 
commercial law, property law and land law of 
China

 useful tool for empirical research of the Republic 
eras before the Communist Party came to power 

 insight into the monetary policy
 reflecting the exchange rates with other 

currencies, & the socio-economic conditions of 
the past

 transaction contracts of properties contain true 
information about free transaction of land and 
properties in the 19th to early 20th century

 vivid proof of the existence of free market in 
property trading 
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 shedding some light on approaching China‘s 
modernization in early twenties century from 
a socio-legal perspective … through a special 
case study of the land registration system in 
Guangzhou. 

 Good source to study property right
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正題名及説明

主要責任者

正題名及説明

出版

版本類別

外觀形態

古籍語種

典藏號

館藏信息

服務範圍

Metadata

Ancient Literature Repository of CALIS 
eduChina
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KaiLi University Library
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Metadata
Owner

Seller

Buyer 

Place 
Government 
/Personal
Year

University of Pittsburgh Library 
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Metadata 詮釋資料
檔名

標題

立契者

人名/團體
地點

地號

出處

分類

經緯度 (北緯, 東經)

立契時間

Taiwan History Digital Library (THDL)
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Metadata

National Repository of Cultural Heritage 
Ministry of Culture (Taiwan)
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http://km.cca.gov.tw/download/rule/pdf/08 古文書
_v14.pdf 42



Metadata 詮釋資料
編號

立書契人

立書時間

書契性質

立書人

影像

National Central Library (Taiwan)

43



The tentative metadata used by CityU Library for this 
collection
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The tentative metadata used by CityU Library for this 
collection
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 Mainly developed in-house
 Different metadata used by different libraries 

or institutions are collection-specific, 
depending
◦ types of resources
◦ needs of primary users
◦ existing technological infrastructure
◦ staff expertise

 Metadata interoperability is a major challenge
 Homegrown metadata elements hinder 

metadata interoperability across digital 
repositories
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