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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This project grew out of, on the one hand, receipt in the last several years of a number of collections of varied sorts but all relating to China during the 1920s-1930s, and , on the other hand, the recruitment of an Interdisciplinary GIS Library Fellow at USC, whose mission is to develop the Library’s ability to represent spatial data and to demonstrate its value to a range of fields in the University. Together we applied for modest funding to launch a pilot project to map  a selection of the items in those collection as a way of showing  the teaching and research value of both the materials and the spatial representation of them.



Libraries and authoritative information
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Presentation Notes
Library’s place has always been to collect, preserve and provide access to authoritative information. In a predominantly print environment, much of the responsibility for this was taken by the authorial and editorial process of publishing. This has begun to break down under the emergent digital information environment. Nonetheless, the Library’s and librarian’s role remains unchanged: to help assure that scholarly communication remains grounded in fact.



Importance of archival collections

Carte des Indes, de la 
Chine & des Iles de 
Sumatra, Java, & c / Henri 
Abraham Chatelain, 1732

(detail)
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Presentation Notes
Always important for original research, archival collections have taken on the increased role of holding the teaching of social sciences and humanities to a firm connection with primary resources. Archives constitute “unedited history,” insofar as their value as primary resources is inherent in their existence and not subject to question. This is not to say that the interpretation of the importance or implications of such primary sources is not open to all sorts of dispute; far from it



Leifeng Pagoda 雷锋塔
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This photograph of Leifeng Pagoda, in Hangzhou, is not a particularly good photo; it does not show the entire structure, while the people in the photo are too small to identify. Yet, the inclusion of the photo in the collection of someone who lived in Shanghai from 1920 to 1939 does allow us to date the photo to no later than September 25, 1924, the date when the 1000 year old structure collapsed. It also illustrates that plants had been growing out of its brick walls…
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This is a letter written by missionary to China, Saidee Pettus Hoose, to her son, Earl Hoose Jr, who was studying in New York. In it, she mentions his “Uncle William B.,” referring to her brother, William B. Pettus, who ran a school in Peking for many years teaching Chinese to foreigners. Pettus was also a frequent lecturer on China at several universities along the US westcoast. The casual mention here of her brother’s plans to be in New York and Washington in late 1932 could be useful in tracking part of his extensive travels.



Researchers vs students

Flier, in English-Japanese-Korean 
dropped over Korean 
peninsula, August 1945
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Faculty and graduate students will not have to be convinced about the value of archives; they are already committed to their subjects and eager for the item that will document their research. Non-researchers—undergraduates, general public—will often have more difficulty making the connection between a primary source that proves a small fact and the wider contexts into which that fact might fit.



Geo-temporal referencing
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Presentation Notes
This is an example of geo-temporal visualization, showing where Thomas Jefferson travelled in England during a two month period in 1786. By sliding the marker along the timeline at the bottom, the user can see how Jefferson moved around the country—and within London—during that period, based on the diary he kept and the correspondence he sent and received.  (http://www.viseyes.org/show/?base=jt) 



Jiangnan pilot project
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Presentation Notes
This is a pilot project, aimed at attracting other collections and at broadening the coverage Arguably, the center of historical change during the interwar years Center of commerce; westerners’ primary entrée into the largest market in the world, site of Chinese development into modern commercial economy Crossroads of the Yangzi River and the Grand Canal Refuge for Jews, White Russians, Koreans One place where European imperialists could still maintain their empire ways Focal point for military conflicts (warlords, KMT vs CCP, Japanese) Site for a host of novels



Collections included
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Beatrice L. Crisler photo album     (teacher)    Saidee Pettus Hoose papers     (missionary)    Geoffrey C. Shepard collection     (student)     Pedro Loureiro collection     (researcher)     Mark L. Moody papers     (businessman)Tokyo War Crimes Trial     (tribunal)



Mapping individual items
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Presentation Notes
The following two maps were derived from Google Maps, and are simply mapped enhancements of the individual archival item record. This is a memo, dated December 11, 1940 reporting on the aerial bombardment—by Japanese forces—of an American-run airplane assembly plant in Loiwing, China. Rather than simply provide that information and leave it to the user to figure out where Loiwing was, it is a simple matter to link a map to the online record for this item.



Loiwing was on 
the Burma 
Road, in 
present-day 
Wanding 畹町
and was the site 
of an American 
airplane factory



吳門橋 / 吴门桥 Wumen Bridge (early 1930s) 
Mapping individual items
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Similarly, photographs often have aesthetic value in and of themselves, but knowing and being able to show, with as much accuracy as possible, where the photo was taken, greatly enhances its value to the researcher, teacher and student.



[Suzhou map]
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Wumen Bridge is located at 31.286684 / 120.616622It was first built under the Northern Song dynasty and rebuilt under the Qing Tongzhi period



Sidney D. Gamble Photographs

Duke University Library
Digital Collections

http://library.duke.edu/
digitalcollections/gamble/map/
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Presentation Notes
In a project developed in cooperation with the University of Michigan’s China Data Center and Wuhan University, Duke’s Sidney D. Gamble Photographs collection has been mapped. The map shown here is centered on China; Gamble’s photographs also included photos from Japan and Korea. The different colors indicate that the photos come from Gamble’s various journeys to East Asia (red=1908, green=1917-1919, blue=1924-1927, orange=1931-1932). In this way, it is possible to give a time dimension to the graphic representation of the collection. If you were to click on the green square for Macau (not pictured here), you would be able to see 23 photographs from 1917-19.

http://library.duke.edu/
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After considering several alternative platforms for our pilot mapping project, we decided to use Google Maps. For one thing, it is widely available, so does not usually require users to acquire any additional software to access. Also, it is adaptable. In the version we have used here, we remove much of the topographical detail that could detract from the representation of the resources we are calling attention to. Each of the balloon pin-drops represents an archival record, the different colors representing the different collections from which the items have been selected. Click on one to pull up the item, along with brief metadata. 
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Apart from being able to see the item itself, the user can also find information about the collection to which it belongs, its location and time period, insofar as either can be determined or estimated.
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Presentation Notes
As can be seen, there is a particular cluster of items in the area of Shanghai, so to distinguish between those, it is necessary to zoom in order to better articulate the distribution.
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In order to make this resource more valuable to the teaching as well as the research process, we have experimented with building in an interactive feature that allows the user, on a temporary basis, to mark connections between individual items. If someone was to click on this link (the light blue balloon near Kunshan Park)…
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…they would find a video clip of the parade of victorious Japanese soldiers into Shanghai’s International Settlement on December 3, 1937. 
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If, then, they were to click on this balloon (yellow one on light green line)…



Presenter
Presentation Notes
…they would find a U.S. Marine intelligence report describing the conflict within the Japanese army command over whether or not to hold such a parade. The Japanese Military Attache in Shanghai, Major General Harada Kumakichi, understanding the complicated political situation in Shanghai, was strongly opposed to the parade, but General Matsui Iwane, commander of the troops who had emerged from a very bitter and difficult struggle for control of the city, over-ruled Harada and held the parade. 
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It is possible to graphically note the connection between these two items
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Allowing the user to continue looking at other items that might also be related, without losing track of these two. The connections could be saved on a temporary, session-basis or, perhaps, class-project basis. This feature of our website is one way in which we hope to make it more than simply a passive notice of resources available, but instead a device for furthering both teaching and research processes. 



1920s-1930s Shanghai in Literature
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It is not only historians who are interested in Shanghai and in trying to establish narratives that help us to grasp all or much of what took place there in the period prior to the war with Japan and the Revolution. 1920s and 1930s Shanghai has been a much-favored setting for novels and cinema. Early on in our project, I made it a side project to begin listing—and readying—as many of the Shanghai novels as I could find. I have found over forty and read perhaps half of those so far. These perhaps could also be added to the mapping project, helping, on the one hand to quickly answer the question of “do you know of any novels set in Shanghai?”, but also to enhance the reading experience of fiction by facilitating its correlation to the historical facts, as evidenced by the archival record.
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Since a primary motivating factor in this project is to bring together scattered and perhaps inaccessible items that can help to document the history of the past century, we propose to make it possible for anyone with items they believe to be relevant to this project to be able to contribute to the project. It is my belief that there are many families, for example, whose parents or grandparents lived in or passed through China or other parts of Asia and have left behind records of some sort. These might be photographs or film footage, letters or documents, fliers or posters, or so on. Our website includes a feature which allows anyone to offer up such items—perhaps a sampling—with however much information they might have as to time, place and circumstances. Items in this category would be distinguished by the color of the marker, but otherwise would be mapped along with more thoroughly vetted or permanent items. At regular intervals, these could be reviewed, researched and, with consultation with the owners, selectively added to the permanent collection.
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In this same vein, we also hope to find institutional partners with which we can work to expand the content, but also the scope of this project, in terms of both time period and geographical coverage. I would be very happy to see this project expand to include archival materials relating to all of East Asia. We see the site, potentially, as a single portal that can direct users to each of our institutions’ archival holdings and thereby to increase the awareness and usage of them all. 


	Slide Number 1
	Libraries and authoritative information
	Importance of archival collections	
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Researchers vs students
	Geo-temporal referencing
	Jiangnan pilot project
	Collections included
	Mapping individual items
	Loiwing was on the Burma Road, in present-day Wanding 畹町 and was the site of an American airplane factory
	吳門橋 / 吴门桥  Wumen Bridge (early 1930s) Mapping individual items
	[Suzhou map]
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	1920s-1930s Shanghai in Literature
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28

