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Introduction of  
Chinese Medicine Digital Project



 The Project is collaborative effort done by a multidisciplinary 
team from SCM and the University Library

 Team members include Chinese medicine subject experts, 
librarians and IT experts

 The Project is supported by University Teaching Development 
Grants (TDG) and financial support from SCM and University 
Library 

 Aims to support teaching & learning, advocate open access, 
and promote the internationalization of Chinese Medicine 
(CM)

Introduction



Completed Databases 

 All databases are open-access online to the world
 The first Hong Kong-developed series of CM database
 Collect most common used materials in CM practice 
 Searchable for all descriptions and images
 Serve as a important e-learning tools for CM subject courses
 Support student’s learning in-class and after-class



Chinese Medicine Specimen Database (CMSD)

 Officially Launched in 2007
 686 kinds of specimen displayed in CM Specimen Centre, HKBU
 Each record has corresponding exhibit in specimen center 
 Help student’s learning in variety, authenticity, and use of CM

http://library.hkbu.edu.hk/electronic/libdbs/scm_specimen.html
http://library.hkbu.edu.hk/electronic/libdbs/scm_specimen.html


Medicinal Plant Images Database

 Chinese version Lunched in 2009
 Bilingual version Lunched in 2012
 Contain 1159 common used ecological medicinal plants 
 Tailor-made  as a important e-learning tool for the subject 

course of Medicinal Botany

http://library.hkbu.edu.hk/electronic/libdbs/mpd/index.html
http://library.hkbu.edu.hk/electronic/libdbs/mpd/index.html


Chinese Medicinal Material Images Database

 Chinese Version Launched in May, 2013
 Contains 420 common used crude drugs with detail description 

and annotated photos. 
 Tailor-made as an essential e-learning tool for the subject 

course of Authentication of Chinese Materia Medica

http://library.hkbu.edu.hk/electronic/libdbs/mmd/index.html
http://library.hkbu.edu.hk/electronic/libdbs/mmd/index.html


Phytochemical Images Database

 Launched in Sept, 2014
 Contains 200 common used bioactive compounds found in 

medicinal herbs with the property description, analysis 
methods, sample preparation and the spectra images.

 Tailor-made as an essential e-learning tool for the subject 
course of Phytochemistry



Example of MPID



DataLink 



DataLink

DataLink connects the processed herb in CMMID with its 
ecological plant in MPID by one click. 
Helps students to associate the knowledge acquired across

two required subject courses Medicinal Botany and 
Authentication of Chinese Materia Medica.

http://libproject.hkbu.edu.hk/was40/detail?lang=ch&channelid=1288&crsearch=cmmid&searchword=herb_id=%27D00076%27
http://libproject.hkbu.edu.hk/was40/detail?lang=ch&channelid=1288&crsearch=cmmid&searchword=herb_id=%27D00076%27
http://libproject.hkbu.edu.hk/was40/detail?channelid=47953&searchword=pid=B00002
http://libproject.hkbu.edu.hk/was40/detail?channelid=47953&searchword=pid=B00002


Database Feature 

Beautiful interface
Clear and vivid images
Comprehensive collection
Actual hue and stereo sense
Professional authenticated data
Detailed annotation and description
Powerful easy-to-used search function
Knowledge Linkings across the databases
Dynamic trace and display the usage statistics



Game-based Assessment Tool



Game-based Assessment Tool

 Both mobile and web versions will be open-accessed online 
 Registration by Individual User ID or Anonymous
 Multiple choice questions are generated by computer for self-

assessment learning purpose
 After answered, automatically give grade and calculate average 
 The first Hong Kong-developed self-assessment e-learning tools 

for CM individual subject and combined courses



Benefit of Collaborative Effort



Collaborative Effort

The project shows the knowledge and expertise of a 
multi-disciplinary team

The subject professor provides scientific data to 
assure the dataset quality.

The librarians use the skill in information management 
to build a powerful search engine and present quality 
information in an organized way.



Teaching Support 

 Enhanced the teaching pedagogy
 Gave instructor more flexibility in instant online demonstration

 Easy to compare CM morphology and clinical indications 

 Give options to insert hyperlink in the PPT
 Activate class atmosphere and student interest when instant demo 

available

 Save instructor time for digging out the photos and description from 
their personal collection.

 Provide sustainable and recurrent benefits each year for instructors 
to do classroom demonstration



Learning Support

An essential e-learning tools in classroom, self-study after class, 
and life-long learning
Make visualized comparison easily among different plants and 
herbs. Inspire students’ thinking and enhance their memory. 
Master the subject knowledge in both Chinese and English 
languages via bilingual database 
DataLink interactively links knowledge acquired across subject 
courses, such as Medicinal Botany, and Authentication of Chinese 
Materia Medica
Provide 24x7 learning environment. CM Digital Project can cater 
different e-learning styles. Be able to use it anywhere and anytime.
Run on smart phone, enable the students to use it during field trip or 
in laboratory for effective learning.



Evidence of Global Significance



Global Significance

Advocate the advantages of open access of CM digital project 
and make the knowledge widely available

Support University Vision for teaching, learning, research and 
community services
Benefit to international instructors, students and CM 
practitioners 
Bilingual language benefits to all non-Chinese speaking 
learners worldwide
Facilitates CM popularization & internationalization



Usage: WebPAC vs CM Databases



Usage: Overseas vs Local Visits



Use of CM Database by Countries/Territories
The users come from 197 

countries/territories in the globe 



Award Winning Project

The Project received 2012 American 
Library Association (ALA) Presidential 
Award for Innovative International 
Library. 

The project team received Reward 
and Recognition Scheme for Non-
teaching Staff from Hong Kong 
Baptist University



Collaborative Effort for Global Significance
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Collaborative Effort for Global Significance

The users come from 197 countries/territories in the globe. 
Shows our collaborative effort achieved global significance

Essential e-learning tools for instructors and students to 
enhance their teaching and learning pedagogy

DataLink not only mutually links the related information across the 
databases, but also link the knowledge acquired from different 
subject courses for students

Deep collaboration with faculty members in teaching and Learning 

High usage speaks itself that this e-service loved by our user

The  e-service incorporated the knowledge from subject professors 
with information management skill from librarians
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