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“What	
  are	
  the	
  implica;ons	
  
and	
  opportuni;es	
  presented	
  
to	
  coopera;ve	
  collec;on	
  
development	
  by	
  the	
  growing	
  
unimportance	
  of	
  na;onal	
  
borders	
  and	
  other	
  
geographical	
  restraints?”	
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CERN:	
  birthplace	
  of	
  the	
  web	
  



Humble	
  beginnings	
  



A	
  new	
  dark	
  age?	
  

•  “It	
  will	
  be	
  very	
  hard	
  for	
  future	
  scholars	
  even	
  in	
  
five	
  years,	
  ten	
  years	
  to	
  understand	
  what	
  kinds	
  
of	
  poli;cal	
  and	
  social	
  and	
  cultural	
  moments	
  or	
  
phenomena	
  retrospec;vely	
  without	
  key	
  
aspects	
  of	
  the	
  web.”	
  
–  Kirsten	
  Foot,	
  University	
  of	
  Washington	
  
hFp://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1714997	
  	
  





“…pamphlets	
  distributed	
  in	
  Paris	
  during	
  the	
  French	
  
Revolu;on	
  s;ll	
  exist,	
  stored	
  in	
  libraries.	
  We	
  in	
  
libraries	
  must	
  begin	
  to	
  acquire	
  and	
  preserve	
  the	
  
‘pamphlets’	
  of	
  the	
  21st	
  Century—blogs,	
  websites	
  
and	
  other	
  digital	
  commentary	
  on	
  the	
  events	
  of	
  our	
  
@me.”	
  

–  Larry	
  Alford,	
  University	
  of	
  Toronto	
  	
  



Web	
  archiving	
  

•  Na;onal	
  and	
  state	
  libraries,	
  archives,	
  and	
  
other	
  public	
  memory	
  ins;tu;ons	
  











Focused,	
  deep	
  
•  “…broad	
  na;onal	
  web	
  archive	
  collec;ons,	
  
which	
  ofen	
  only	
  have	
  limited	
  accessibility	
  for	
  
legal	
  and	
  technical	
  reasons,	
  may	
  not	
  meet	
  the	
  
dispersed	
  needs	
  of	
  individual	
  researchers,	
  and	
  
be	
  in	
  danger	
  of	
  providing	
  a	
  ‘one-­‐size	
  fits	
  
nobody’	
  solu;on.”	
  
–  Hockx-­‐Yu,	
  H.	
  (2012,	
  December	
  19).	
  Digital	
  humani;es	
  and	
  the	
  
study	
  of	
  the	
  web	
  and	
  web	
  archives.	
  Retrieved	
  
hFp://bri;shlibrary.typepad.co.uk/webarchive/2012/12/digital-­‐
humani;es-­‐and-­‐the-­‐study-­‐of-­‐the-­‐
web.html#sthash.CSWkLtSl.dpuf	
  









Our	
  collec;ons	
  
•  Topic-­‐based	
  

–  Anarchist	
  Archives	
  
–  The	
  Trans*	
  Web	
  
–  Environmental	
  Organiza;on	
  of	
  Bri;sh	
  Columbia	
  

•  By	
  genre	
  
–  Local	
  News	
  
–  Digital	
  Projects	
  Websites	
  
–  Vancouver	
  Island	
  Local	
  Governments	
  

•  Events-­‐driven	
  
–  B.C.	
  Teachers’	
  Labour	
  Dispute	
  2014	
  
–  University	
  of	
  Victoria	
  Faculty	
  Associa;on	
  Cer;fica;on	
  
–  University	
  of	
  Victoria	
  50th	
  Anniversary	
  

•  Ins@tu@onal	
  memory	
  and	
  records	
  management	
  
–  University	
  of	
  Victoria	
  Websites	
  



Lots	
  of	
  challenges	
  

•  Theore;cal	
  
•  Organiza;onal	
  
•  Legal	
  
•  Technical	
  



Technical	
  challenges	
  

•  The	
  web	
  was	
  originally	
  envisioned	
  as	
  a	
  
collec;on	
  of	
  interlinked	
  documents	
  









“It’s	
  not	
  your	
  grandfather’s	
  web	
  
anymore”	
  

•  JavaScript	
  
•  XML	
  
•  JSON	
  
•  AJAX/J	
  









Colonial	
  Despatches	
  
•  hFp://bcgenesis.uvic.ca/	
  	
  





The	
  web	
  is	
  dead.	
  Long	
  live	
  the	
  web.	
  

•  “Impact	
  of	
  HTML5,	
  embedding	
  of	
  
various	
  Javascript	
  things,	
  
personaliza;on,	
  etc…	
  it’s	
  geqng	
  
preFy	
  hard	
  to	
  actually	
  capture	
  
web	
  pages….We’re	
  star@ng	
  to	
  
get	
  an	
  uneasy	
  feeling	
  about	
  
what	
  we’re	
  doing	
  here.”	
  
–  Clifford	
  Lynch	
  

hFps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FfJBcX9	
  



What	
  next?	
  

•  Cross-­‐jurisdic;onal	
  coopera;on	
  both	
  to	
  build	
  
collec;ons	
  and	
  to	
  create	
  new	
  tools	
  to	
  capture	
  
web	
  sites	
  as	
  they	
  grow	
  in	
  complexity	
  
–  ‘Keepers	
  registry’	
  for	
  web	
  archives?	
  

•  Researcher	
  engagement	
  with	
  web	
  archives	
  as	
  
corpus	
  



Thank	
  you	
  

•  coreyd@uvic.ca	
  


