From Serendipity to Treasure Hunt:

Building the Digital Collection of Committee of Concerned Asian Scholars (CCAS) Delegations
Xi Chen, UC San Diego Library
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e CCAS was founded in March 1969 by faculty and graduate
students in opposition to the Vietnam War and later became a

strong supporter of re-establishment of US-China relations in the
1970s.
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Visualizing Early 1970s China through the Lens

of the Committee of Concerned Asian Scholars
(CCAS) Friendship Delegations

Xi Chen, University of California, San Diego
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Cumrently totaling 112,647 reséarchi datd sets; images, documents, video and audio recordings.

Download curator's statement (644.13 KB)

Abstract

This photo essay presents a selection of images contributed by members of the Committee of Concerned Asian
Scholars {(CCAS) Friendship Delegations that traveled to China in 1971 and 1972. The CCAS was founded in March
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1969 by faculty and graduate students opposed to the Vietnam War and later became a strong supporter of the a n g a l
Sea rch “ reestablishment of U.S.-China relations in the 1970s. The 1971 CCAS delegation was the first group of Asian

e specialists to travel to mainland China after the founding of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949, The 1972
delegation’s visit came shortly after President Nixon's historic trip. Both groups traveled throughout the country to
Or browse b)c' Collection, Creator, Format, or T_Om meet with and document the lives of workers, farmers, students, government officials, and soldiers. This essay
provides context and narrative via descriptive itineraries and accounts drawn from the writings of delegation
members. These images and narratives provide firsthand insight into events that preceded the normalization of
China-U.S. relations and also present a panoramic view of cultural and social conditions in China during the Cultural
Revolution. The images are part of a digitized collection of more than two thousand slides that is being developed at r
the University of California, San Diego, Library.[il

CCAS Digital Collection will be launched in mid-

November, 2017 at https://library.ucsd.edu/dc Chen, Xi. “Visualizing Early 1970s China through
the Lens of the CCAS Friendship Delegations.”

Cross-Currents: East Asian History and Culture
Review June(23)2017: 218-33. https://cross-
currents.berkeley.edu/e-journal/issue-23/chen.
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