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ZheJiang University 
• Founded in 1897 – Qiushi Academy 
• One of the top 3 comprehensive universities in 

China 
• Total area : 426 hectares (7 campuses)
• Floor space : more than 2.5 million square 

meters
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ZheJiang University
• 48,762 full-time students

– 24,133 undergraduates
– 15,092 graduate students
– 9,537 doctoral candidates

• 8,423 faculty and staff
– Full-time teachers          3,500+

– Research personnel          930+

– Auxiliary teaching staff     900+

– Administrative personnel 1,100+

– ……



ZheJiang University Libraries
• Founded in 1897
• 6 branches libraries
• 20+ college libraries 
• total area： 8,6000 square meters

5,282 reader places 



Zhejiang University Libraries



• The collection cover almost all subjects
• Total collections : 6,158,000+ volumes
• Annual book circulation : 

1,000,000+ volumes
• Digital resources: 

3,465,000+ e-books
27,300+ kinds of CHN e-journals
69,700 + kinds of FRGN e-journals

ZheJiang University Libraries

Website: libweb.zju.edu.cn
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Overview of CADAL
• China  Academic Digital Associative Library

• CADAL is aiming to construct an academic digital
library with high-level tech and abundant digital
resources in multi- disciplines, multi-categories, and
multi-lingual, which involves participations and
services from domestic & foreign libraries, different
academic organizations and experts with various
specialties.



Pan, Yunhe
Member of the Chinese 

Academy of 
Engineering

Raj Reddy
Computer Turing 

award winner

 In 2001, the Chinese and American computer scientists jointly
initiated “China-US million books digital library project”

 Objective: Create a free-to-read searchable collection of 1
million books available to everyone over the internet.

Overview of CADAL





 2001: the project was initiated, known as MBP in US and 
CADAL in China.

 2006: 1 million books have been digitalized at the end of 
phase I.

 2009: Engineering Research Center of Digital Library 
(MOE ERCDL) was established.

 2012: totally 2.5 million items have been digitalized. 

 2015: Encyclopedia of the republic of China was released 
(http://cadal.hytung.cn)
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 ZheJiang University Libraries & CADAL

 CADAL is a research project supported and funded by the 
Ministry of Education of China.

 CADAL is led by ZheJiang University libraries and 
implemented jointly by the domestic and international 
universities and research institutes.

•
Overview of CADAL
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Resource Construction
• digital processiong bases:

• scribe scanner:



− CADAL has completed digitization of 2.8 million items，and 
become one of the largest digital libraries.
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• Resources online



• special collections
– Encyclopedia of the republic of China

– old photograph database
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• special collections
– Buddhist Universal Digital Archive



• special collections
– Database of Chinese Musical Relics (DCMR)







How can we meaningfully publish and 
integrate Cultural Heritage resources?

1. How do you publish internal data so external 
audiences can understand it, use it, enjoy it… 

2. Cultural heritage data isn’t static – how to you 
keep open data up to date? What happens when 
something changes?

3. How do you integrate data (enrich) while 
maintaining local meaning and context?

4. How do we derive new knowledge and preserve 
it?

5. How can you fulfil the requirements of a wide 
range of audiences?

6. How do you provide stable and sustainable 
platforms for creating robust user applications?

CH
OP
AC

Public 
Engage

ment

Resear
ch

Educati
on



• CADAL is a Partner of CLAROS & Research 
Space

• Research Space Links ABS & DCMR with 
other databases

• Research Space provides CADAL with an 
option to integrate other domestic databases 



Service System
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Cooperation：China (include HK & Macao)
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Cooperation: North America
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Cooperation：Europe
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• Technical: Different databases follow different
metadata standards, in different languages

• Practical: The academic database co-construction
needs experts from various areas collaborate
closely

• Legal: Copyright issues
• Ideological: Resource Sharing is not commonly

accepted
• Methodological: The positive and negative effects

of Digital Humanities.



Outline

• Background
– ZheJiang University & ZJU Libraries
– Overview of CADAL

• Retrospection 
– Project review
– Challenges

• Prospection



Prospection

32

• Approaches
– Cloud technology & cloud integration
– Big data & big service
– Sharing knowledge with users interactively
– Sharing users with information institutions 

transparently
• Contents

– Integration of massive resources
– Integration of advanced technologies
– Ubiquitous personalized service
– Global cooperation



• http://www.cadal.cn/xmjj/glbf.htm
• http://www.cadal.cn/jrwm/

• Cooperation
• Digital resources
• Digital library services
• Digital library techniques
• ……

Welcome to Join in

http://www.cadal.cn/jrwm/
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