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The University of Sydney
• Founded in 1850, Australia's first university 
• Research Intensive : 2016 QS World University Rankings by Subject ranked The University 

of Sydney to be 11th in Law, 16th in Education, 17th in Medicine and 18th in Accounting 
and Finance globally

• THE – rank 61 globally
• 12 faculties and schools
• 60,000 student community
• 6,4000  academic staff



The University of Sydney Page 3

Library Collection Profile

• The University of Sydney Library is one of the largest academic libraries in 
the southern hemisphere with a collection of over 5 million physical items 
and 1 million electronic resources (ebooks and ejournals)

• The Library receives material published in New South Wales under legal 
deposit

• Significant donation profile (4307 items in 2015 and 4107 in 2016)

• Rare Books and Special Collections – 170,000+ items

• Sydney Research Online – 80,800+ research outputs

• Research Datasets – 800+ terabytes
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CURRENT STATE  
TRADITIONAL, VALUABLE  

COMPARTMENTALISED
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Library Strategy – New Organisational Structure

Outside-in  33%

– manages the acquisition, organisation, description, discovery, 
access and management of print and electronic resources to 
ensure researchers, academics and students have access to the 
most extensive range of information resources required for a 
leading research and teaching institution;

Inside-out 66%

– strategic engagement and leadership in providing the 
infrastructure to enable innovative services and projects in 
publishing, copyright, data management, repository and digital 
research and teaching environments
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Access Services division

Develop new Collection Development Policy
The Collection Development Group will recommend and monitor strategy and 
policy in order to preserve, promote use and access, and develop all Library 
collections to support the Library and University’s mission and strategic goals. 

- Have oversight of the preservation, management, use and development of 
Library collections in all formats, including monographs, journals, data, 
resource sharing, digital and special collections 

Strategy

Transition the University Library from collection services to a  
21st century information resources model
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Over

Students , staff , and alumni
engage with physical library
collections in increasing numbers

46%
from
2012

400 thousand
items loaned

in 2016

Academic
Postg radu ates

and Stafff
borrowed

231,130
items

Undergraduate
Students

borrowed

160,290
items

12,763 items
Alumni borrowedr
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“How do you define collection 

strength in a 21st Century 

academic library?”
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3 Collection Benchmarking Initiatives 

– GreenGlass – Sydney/Monash/Melbourne/OCLC

– Jisc/Copac – Sydney/UK Libraries

– Scholarly Content Engagement Analytics - Sydney
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Melbourne
Sydney Monash

Apples to Apples….

Of Different Varieties

1. GreenGlass
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• Investigate East Asian language collections
• Understand our print collections
• Identify strengths and weaknesses
• Pursue benchmarking
• Possible shared collection development scenarios

IMPETUS
• Shows us pictures of ourselves
• Ability to answer some big questions almost immediately
• Evidence-based approach to challenge and confirm 

assumptions
• Fantastic support from OCLC
• Space and time saving opportunities

BENEFITS
• Analyse collections in GG with ebook data
• Validate and build on previous work in this space 

(ARLCAP 2004)
• Determination for shared storage and larger scale 

retention at local and national levels
• HathiTrust and unlimited data remediation scenariosPOSSIBILITIES
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East Asian Language Collections Overview

1. 2.

3. 4.
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MMS Project Numbers
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Uniqueness Counts
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Go8 Peer Comparisons
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HathiTrust Comparison
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2. Jisc/Copac

Jisc (Joint Information Systems Committee) is a United Kingdom not-for 
profit company whose role is to support higher 

education, and research, by providing relevant and useful advice, digital 
resources and network and technology services, while researching and 

developing new technologies and ways of working.

Copac is a union catalogue which provides access to the holdings of 
major research libraries and specialist libraries in 

the United Kingdom and Ireland, plus the British Library, the National  Library 
of Scotland and the National Library of Wales.
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Project Steps:

• Agreement

• Authentication

• Marc Exchange testing

• Analysis
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Sample results
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Sample record
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3. Scholarly Content Engagement Analytics – Print Borrowings
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Ratio of Print Borrowings to Student Success
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DISCOVERABILITY
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OUR COLLECTIONS 
FOR THE FUTURE
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Thank you 

Questions?
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