
Beta Testing an Open Access Monograph Publishing Lab: 
Brainstorm Books at UCSB Library



http://osc.universityofcalifornia.edu/2018/04/arnhold-punctum-publishing-lab/



I think we are dealing with massive 
uncertainty in almost every sphere at this 
point….Effective collaborations are going 
to be especially important now.
Clifford Lynch, Coalition for Networked Information December 2017 Member meeting.

https://vimeo.com/247637017



http://www.news.ucsb.edu/2018/018692/pressing-revolution



An Unusual Cohort of Academics





Eileen A. Joy, "Here Be Monsters: A Punctum Publishing Primer"
https://punctumbooks.com/blog/here-be-monsters-a-punctum-publishing-primer/



RADICAL OPEN ACCESS
Building Horizontal Alliances

http://radicaloa.disruptivemedia.org.uk



ScholarLed, founded in June 2018 by presses who are all members of the RadicalOA 
Collective, is a consortium of scholar-led, open-access book publishers who want to 
explore what it would mean to work collaboratively with, and not competitively against, 
each other. ScholarLed aims to develop systems & practices that will allow us to provide 
each other with forms of mutual support, ranging from pooled expertise to shared on-
and offline infrastructures. Each press retains their distinct identity, with different 
audiences & subject matter. Each press in ScholarLed also shares a commitment to 
opening up scholarly research to diverse readerships, to resisting the marketization of 
academic knowledge production & to working collaboratively rather than competitively. 
We also believe in removing barriers to authors. TWITTER: @ScholarLed



Developed by UCSB 
Faculty Members of 
the Literature and the 
Mind Program, 
Department of English

Psychoanalytic, philosophical , 
and neuroscientific approaches 
to literary study

A punctum books imprint





Photo by Sherri L. Barnes

Students get a 
hands-on tutorial 
on the history of 
printers and 
printing presses, 
before tackling 
modern-day 
typesetting.



19th-century 
Typesetting

Photo by Sherri L. Barnes



Interdisciplinarity
“We believe that creating programs and spaces in the Library for collaborative 
study and research supports the interdisciplinary nature of UCSB.” 

https://www.library.ucsb.edu/about-library/library-strategic-roadmap



“UC Santa Barbara Library enables exploration and 
collaboration for scholars in their intellectual engagement with 
the world of ideas and the creation of knowledge.”

Living our values



The three works developed for Brainstorm Books, an imprint of punctum 
books, by students in UCSB’s Arnhold-Punctum Publishing Lab.







Doing together what would be difficult to do independently!



Sherri L. Barnes
Scholarly Communication Program Coordinator

Librarian for Feminist & LGBTQ Studies, U.S. History and News Sources
punctum books, Executive Board 

Sherri.barnes@ucsb.edu

Thank you!
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