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21st Century
Research University



Collection Development 
in the 21st Century

• “One University, One Library”
• California Digital Library
• Current monographs
• Digitize for discovery and 

special collections



Ruth & Sherman Lee Institute 
for Japanese Art

• 10th-21st c. 
Japanese art

• Remotely 
located in rural 
Hanford, CA

• Only 10% of 
collection on 
exhibit



Collaborative Model

• Library doesn’t own the 
physical collection

• Owning institution manages 
rights and permissions

• Library provides expertise, 
creates access



Scope of Work

• What to digitize and how
• Create metadata

METS (Metadata Encoding & Transmissions Standard)
EAD (Encoded Archival Description)

• Access
Online Archive of California
Library site







Metadata Flow
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Defining the Metadata
Medium

MODS element physicalDescription/extent (@type="340" @ 
displayLabel="Medium/Materials")

GenDB field PhyMediumMaterials

MARC 340$a$c

Definition
Free text description of the materials applied to the surface (e.g. 
chalk, oil, ink) and used for the base (e.g. canvas, type of fabric, type 
of paper); when appropriate, give an indication of color

Vocabulary/
Rules

Choose, where available, terms from AAT 
http://www.getty.edu/research/conducting_research/vocabularies/aat

Examples
ink on silk
colored ink on parchment
porcelain, celadon

http://www.getty.edu/research/conducting_research/vocabularies/aat










Display Issues

• Complex objects
– handscrolls
– albums

• CJK, special characters
• Interoperability



World War II 
Japanese-
American 

Assembly Center 
Newsletters



Chinese Seals



Japanese medical woodblock prints



Tools and Expertise

• Learn by practicing
• Digitize to support instruction 

and research
• Build 21st century special 

collections
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