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What is it?

A digital collection of ocean-related primary 
resources from:

Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
Archives

University of California, San Diego 
Libraries

San Diego Historical Society 



Purpose

To provide the citizens of California with 
online access to a diverse array of 
resources about the Pacific ocean and 
ocean exploration.

http://ceo.ucsd.edu/photographs/thumbnails/caljsioa_90-23-0001m.jpg.html


Content

– Reports of 18 historic expeditions
– Ship’s logs
– Photographs 
– Sailor’s letters home
– Oral histories 
– Maps 
– Fish Bulletin from 1913 to present
– Fish catch “landing” statistics from 1916
– Publications about the oceans



Amount

– 20,500 pages of text

– 7,245 images

– 2,105 images (representing 558 complex objects) 

– 70 sound files

– 1 movie



Genesis of project

– Begun in 2002

– With a $213,000 LSTA grant to digitize 4 
expeditions

– Followed by NSDL grant to digitize another 12 
expeditions

– Self-funded additions since



Technology

• Digitization techniques
– Text

• SGML-encoded, Level 4 then converted to XML full TEI
• Checked for accuracy, consistency, parsed, and enhanced by SPI Technologies

– Images
• Scanned at 600 ppi TIFF, serving mid-size JPEG

– Sound
• MP3

– Movies
• QuickTime

• Metadata
– Custom-designed Extended Dublin Core, 58 elements

• Presentation tools
– CONTENTdm (DiMeMa, Inc.)
– Michigan’s DLXS software
– Microsoft Excel
– Standard web viewers



Homepage



Expeditions: Indopac expedition



Ship’s Report



Ship’s Report: Text



Photographs



Photograph: Keelung Harbor, Taiwan



Photographs: MidPac Expedition, 1950



Sailor’s letters home, 1952



Oral histories



Fish Bulletin



Fish Bulletin



Fish catch statistics



Excel spreadsheet



Metadata: Public display



Lessons learned

– If you build it, they will come
• 3,847 visits per month
• 128 visits per day

– Interest in collection from unexpected places
• From Australia, Canada, France, Japan, Mexico, 

Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, 
Singapore, UK

– Interest in collection from unexpected audience
• Artists, sociologist, graphic designers
• Sailors, alumni
• Children, K-12



Lessons learned

– Small grant can serve as catalyst, 
launching changes in infrastructure, 
policies, and procedures

– Creating good metadata is worth every penny

– Digital objects have value on their own

– Digital objects are of interest for a multiplicity of 
reasons: politics, art, history, sociology, 
environmental science, leisure, etc



Lessons learned

– Thematic digital collections are siloed

– Thematic collections are difficult to navigate by non-
experts

– Once built, digital collections need to be maintained 
and preserved (life-cycle management)

– If small portion of Archive is online, users think that all 
content is online

http://ceo.ucsd.edu/photographs/thumbnails/caljsioa_90-25j0001m.jpg.html


Maturing vision

– Move all digital objects into generic repository

– Offer Google-like search tools across all collections

– Assume life-cycle management responsibility

http://ceo.ucsd.edu/photographs/thumbnails/caljsioa_81-127-1553m.html


End

URL http://ceo.ucsd.edu

Contact Deborah Day
Archivist, Scripps Institution
dday@ucsd.edu

http://ceo.ucsd.edu/
mailto:dday@ucsd.edu
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