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Today, I’ll be talking about:



Origin of the ProjectOrigin of the Project

Successful construction of  the Beijing 
Historical Geography Database ⎯ the 1st

joint project of PKU & HKU 
4 x 107 words of fulltext
>100 maps
>1000 images
several videos

4,000 visits at PKU & HKU since 
June ’04









Features of the system software

- Unicode platform 
- XML and RDF; Dublin Core 
- Multi-functional full-text search 

Beijing Historical Geography Database
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Closely interconnected knowledge 
system

– Related Language Search

– Related Semantic Search (synonym)

– Knowledge tool 

Beijing Historical Geography Database
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Beijing Historical Geography Database

Different language interfaces suit the 
users’ needs in different language 
environments. 
– Simplified Chinese

– Traditional Chinese

– English

Origin of the ProjectOrigin of the Project







China Studies in the West have become 
an area of great interest in both China and 
the West.

In the West
- One of the fastest growing disciplines; 
- International students studying Chinese 
has been increasing by 15% every year.

Origin of the ProjectOrigin of the Project



In China
- Influence of the findings of by the 

findings of Western China Studies
- Centers for International China studies
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Rich collections of  China Studies in 
the West in the libraries of PKU & 
HKU

Origin of the ProjectOrigin of the Project



Related Collections at PKU & HKU

Peking University Library
•Collections of Western Oriental 

Studies
Originated from a special 
collection at Yenching University, 
which  was a donation by James 
White Bashford;
10,000 volumes.



• Xiang Da  向达 (1900-1966)

- Thousand years of the tartars, 千年鞑靼史 Parker, E. H.,  
New York : A.A.Knopf, 1924; 

- Preliminary report on a journey of Archaeological and 
topographical exploration in Chinese Turkestan
M. Aurel Stein, 1862-1943 斯坦因西域考古记

• Yuan Tongli  袁同礼 (1895-1965)
- China in Western literature, A continuation of Cordier’s 

Bibliotheca Sinica  (1921-1957), Far Eastern Publications, 
Yale University, New Haven, 1958

Related Collections at PKU & HKU



University of Hong Kong Libraries

• Morrison Collection
- contains 2,734 volumes and is part of the 

western rare book collection
- Becomes a part of collection of HKU since 

1925

Related Collections at PKU & HKU



University of Hong Kong Libraries
• Hankow Collection
- >4000 volumes

Related Collections at PKU & HKU



Scope of the Database

>1000 volumes of the important pre-
1911 works of China Studies by 
westerners, including
– travel and exploration books by foreigners 

who came to China in the 16th century,
– sinology works by foreign missionaries in 

the 17th and 18th centuries,
– sinology works by experts and researchers 

from the late 19th to the early 20th century. 



Books will be digitalized in Beijing 
(cost factor).

Digitalization companies will be 
contracted for the project.

rare books

How the Work Will Be Done



Books for the project will come from 
collections in PKU, HKU, National 
Library and other libraries in Beijing.

Book selection and subject cataloguing 
will be done by invited professors from 
both PKU and HKU.

How the Work Will Be Done



Both PKU and HKU librarians will be 
responsible for technical plans, 
standards and quality control of the 
project.

software for digitization
software for fulltexted search database
indexing, subject headings, descriptive 
cataloging
synonym

How the Work Will Be Done



Items Quantity Cost
(yuan)

SCAN & 
OCR

1000 volumes，400 pages/per 
book

450,000

Full-text 
search 

software

100,000

Others conferences、consulting、
indexing、cataloging、

allowance for business trip etc.

190,000

Total 740,000

Budget



Preliminary work 

HKU’s test
PKU’s  proposal for discussion







Preliminary work 

HKU’s test
PKU’s  proposal for discussion



Proposed Calendar of Events

2004   Finalize proposal/participants
2004-5   Seek funding
2005      Begin digitization



Thank you!Thank you!
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