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Origin of the Project

» Successful construction of the Beljing
Historical Geography Database — the 1°
joint project of PKU & HKU

=4 x 107 words of fulltext
= >100 maps

= >1000 Images

= several videos

= 4,000 visits at PKU & HKU since
June 04
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Origin of the Project

Beljing Historical Geography Database

Features of the system software

- Unicode platform
- XML and RDF; Dublin Core
- Multi-functional full-text search
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Origin of the Project

Beljing Historical Geography Database

Closely interconnected knowledge
system

— Related Language Search
— Related Semantic Search (synonym)

— Knowledge tool
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Origin of the Project

Beljing Historical Geography Database

Different language interfaces suit the
users’ needs In different language
environments.

— Simplified Chinese
— Traditional Chinese

— English



(B} sl Ea00 WiRd) TR #EH)

)
M= T

D[4 4| QEF mwwk 3 5 I ER-ECKY,

[} |§| http: fibihg ik, pko,edu.cnft homepage, asp

~| pEE #

FHE oEEE HEEE #HBchesk =R e F @ RigEhk BEMT 0 MERERE

HHAET

b= EnthFeamgE ( i) 2ditR R FEEGNTEALESHEERRMER. £2F. B, SENIEESES—mEIEE. £15H
19322 F R R FE 7 IRt Ribm 2 D I AR S2HTIs BTN B » S R B bR AR A SIRE S R e T A S I EiRIE
i
HHZE

000 - EEZETRERAZESRGE B r A SR E R B RN T [IEnhifhERMEhE ] EAEE. HaER
AGEH. ERIGHEE , WRRREE RMPSERELIES, LR EERIE TR RE T SREE . SENRES T BB RIA . B
FEZ 8 . EREERIEER 1 AbRENAERES » SREFR S ERIS b RS TEAT » SERAIIN TS b B R IR RRA R bR R BN E AR (S R R . EBAREE
FEE. FERmARIEE B TR . FE2EERRE R R R R IE ST ERTEE » WiPILLES BRI BRI A
e AFER SR ES RIS ETEIER » FLAEFIRE SETIERSL T FAREE.

HHEE

Fbm B e ) | —{HHFAR HEEEE , BTN B R AR RTE B &R » & I ErIgREE. hEEE. 2
. Ern. BIE. EE. BRTE. YPOE. HEEHESTTDE. ARESTETHETER. geBihE. TermE R ERifERhibR
R R EERTAE B

B RO ERRNEERICA TR (S5 ] « HIEEEE. RIEES  EHI0TREEE:

o FRAUncoderF¥F=, ERP. &, A. BFETEBTFHEE.

o UENERBFATEML., RDRETEEMER , TESFADublin CoreETHRS » HHEIBREFIA RIS a8 BIBIT S5,

Internet



(B} sl Ea00 WiRd) TR #EH)

)
M= T

94 4 QEx mwEx 3 B-GU-HP 0

[} |§| http: fibiha.lib, pku.edu.cnfE/homepage. asp ﬂ o R
T BROVUSE Bv BASIC COMBIMED FULL-TEXTED | CorTIOMRRY | OMLIME HELR | FBOUT THE RELATED
CATEGORY SERRCH SEARCH SERRCH PROJECT WEBSITES
Ahout the Project

Jointly constructed by Peking University Library and Tiversity of Hong E ong Libranes, Betjing Historical Geography
Datakase (BHG Database, Phase I) 15 a subject-onented database contaimung texts, inages, audio-wizual and nternet resources. The
project recerved scholarly mudance and assistance from Professor Hou Eenghi, an authority on the historical geography of Betjing
and an acadermcian of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, and the Historical Geography Institute of Betjing Umversity. Digtalization
and software development were carried out by Beying Unihan Digtal Technology Co., Ld.

Origin of the Project

Professor and Academician Hou Benzhi delivered a series of lectures on “Urban Development and Changes in Betjing ™ to
faculty metmbers and students specialized i historical geography from Pelung Thuversity and Tartwan University in Movember 2000
at PETT library Auditorium. The lectures were maightfil and vet easy to understand, and have been regarded as a classic by histonical
geographers across Tatwan Straits. PETT ibrary prepared supplementary multi-media references for the lectures, allowing a wivid
presentation of historic geographic matenials. After the lectures, at the suggestion of the students at Peling Untversity, PETT ibrary
decided to construct a non-cotmercial, non-profit BHG Database from the relevant ibrary collections and mformation from other
sources emploving modern digital and networkang technologies. The 1dea was supported by Dr. Tony Ferguson, Libranan of
Tversity of Hong K ong Libranies, and My, Lawrence Wal Hong Tam, Deputy Libranian of the unaversity. They secured a grant of
HEF 300,000 from HETT Foundation Seed Grants Allocation and jeined PTL in developing the Database.

Characteristics of the Project

EBeymmg Histoncal Geography Database 1z a research and subject-onented database. It presents research achievements and
information resources related to the historical gesgraphy of Beijing, covering Betjing’ =z enwvironmental changes, material resources,
economy, politics, architecture, willage, transportation, cultural monuments and relics, science and technologies, etc. Currently, it can
prowide 30 million words of fulltext, more than one hundred maps and one thousand images, and a few wideos for users at Peking

8 Intermet



Origin of the Project

» China Studies in the West have become
an area of great interest in both China and
the West.

In the West
- One of the fastest growing disciplines;

- International students studying Chinese
has been increasing by 15% every year.




Origin of the Project

In China

- Influence of the findings of by the
findings of Western China Studi

- Centers for International China stu




Origin of the Project

> Rich collections of China Studies In
the West In the libraries o
HKU



Related Collections at PKU & HKU

> Peking University Library

Collections of Western Oriental
Studies

= Originated from a special
collection at Yenching University,
which was a donation by James
White Bashford,;

=10,000 volumes.



Related Collections at PKU & HKU

Xiang Da [f]3% (1900-1966)

- Thousand years of the tartars, T4E# 5D Parker, E. H.,
New York : A.A.Knopf, 1924;

- Preliminary report on a journey of Archaeological and
topographical exploration in Chinese Turkestan

M. Aurel Stein, 1862-1943 38 &l P43 % 15 i

Yuan Tongli % [A] 4L (1895-1965)
- China in Western literature, A continuation of Cordier’s

Bibliotheca Sinica (1921-1957), Far Eastern Publications,
Yale University, New Haven, 1958



Related Collections at PKU & HKU

> University of Hong Kong Libraries

Morrison Collection

contains 2,734 volumes and is part of the
western rare book collection

Becomes a part of collection of HKU since
1925



Related Collections at PKU & HKU

> University of Hong Libraries
“ Hankow Collection

- >4000 volumes



Scope of the Database

>1000 volumes of the important pre-
1911 works of China Studies by
westerners, including

— travel and exploration books by foreigners
who came to China in the 16" century,

— sinology works by foreign missionaries In
the 171 and 18™ centuries,

— sinology works by experts and researchers
from the late 19™ to the early 20" century.



How the Work Will Be Done

»Books will be digitalized in Beljing
(cost factor).

» Digitalization companies will be
contracted for the project.

= rare books



How the Work Will Be Done

» Books for the project will come from
collections in PKU, HKU, National
Library and other libraries in Beljing.

» Book selection and subject cataloguing
will be done by invited professors from
both PKU and HKU.



How the Work Will Be Done

»Both PKU and HKU librarians will be
responsible for technical plans,
standards and quality control of the
project.

= software for digitization
= software for fulltexted search database

* Indexing, subject headings, descriptive
cataloging

= synonym



Budget

ltems Quantity Cost
(yuan)
SCAN & | 1000 volumes, 400 pages/per | 450,000
OCR book
Full-text 100,000
search
software
Others conferences. consulting. 190,000
Indexing. cataloging.
allowance for business trip etc.
Total 740,000




Preliminary work

»HKU’s test
»PKU’s proposal for discussi
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Westerners in Old China
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List of illustrations
Cook's house, Canton
Bird made of hard pottery ? Length 6 1/8 in.

Doorway in Shanghai

‘Gateway, native city of Shanghai
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Preliminary work

»HKU’s test
»PKU’s proposal for discussi



Proposed Calendar of Events

» 2004 Finalize proposal/participants
» 2004-5 Seek funding
» 2005  Begin digitization
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