Presentation title: 
Beyond the Digitisation of University Collection, Rebuilding PolyU Old Campus Virtually With Emerging Technology

Presenter name: 
Ivan Chan, Associate Librarian (Digital Development & Services), The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

Abstract:
To celebrate the 85th anniversary of The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) in 2022, the Library started a project to digitise and preserve PolyU print publications kept in the Library’s University Collection published after 1959, and to enable their discovery and open access by the general public.
The development of the PolyU campus can be traced back to the opening of the new premises of the Hong Kong Technical College (HKTC) in 1957. Over the years, our campus has undergone many changes during its development into the current campus. Besides digitising the University Collection, we selected and extracted the photos and information of past campus and buildings from the annual reports, anniversary related publications, and congregation publications.  Based on the historical photos and information, our students used Unity and Blender 3D modelling software to recreate the HKTC campus and then brought the campus back to life through virtual reality technology.  
Through the project, the Library offers the public an engaging experience to learn about the university’s development beyond accessing valuable materials in PolyU University Digital Collection. The virtual tour of the HKTC enables different generations of alumni to relive their memorable days at PolyU anywhere anytime, and allows the general public to visualise the history of PolyU.
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