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ABSTRACT

In facilitating the shared digital collections when we unlock the treasures stored in our library, we are ensuring that knowledge and scholarship created in the digital age will be able to survive and flourish just as print-and-paper scholarship has for centuries. We are also ensuring that the vast number of users of the digital library will have effective access to aggregated content of special collections and archives across different domains and platforms. Through those transformative changes, librarians will take on shifting roles in digital scholarship, open access, and innovation, all of which have significant implications for the Pacific Rim research libraries as they strive to improve their services for the academic communities in the region. 
This presentation has three parts: first I will introduce the development of East Asian special collections and archives in UC Berkeley over the past 10 years; then I will report on our efforts to digitize those unique and special resources for open access and dissemination; finally, I will explore some key issues relating to strategies and practices for building a shared platform through collaboration with domestic and international partners. Issues of funding, sustainability and rights management will also be discussed. 
This presentation is related to Theme One of the six sub-themes of this year’s annual meeting – “Showcase expertise and experience in sharing and unlocking the potential of scholarly content of Archives and Special Collections”. 
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