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The Project
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Home Projects Contact Us

. Introduction

Home / Projects / A History Of Film Exhibition And Reception In Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925) / Introduction

A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in
Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925)

JERFHEEEXRMRERIERIE (1897-1925)

[ Search this database ‘

A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in
Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925)

ERFHEAELNBRREKEFIE (1897-1925)

* Project collaborated with the Research Team from
Centre for Film and Creative Industries and
Library.

* Funded by the General Research Fund (GRF) of the
Research Grants Council (RGC) of Hong Kong, China
* Research Team led by Prof. Emilie Yeh
« Dean of the Faculty of Arts
* Lam Wong Yiu Wah Chair Professor

* Department Head of Digital Arts and Creative
Industries (formerly known as Visual Studies)

e Director of Centre for Film and Creative
Industries
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Home Projects

Introduction

Home / Projects / A History Of Film Exhibition And Reception In Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925) / Introduction

A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in
Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925)

JERFHEEEXRMRERIERIE (1897-1925)

[ Search this database }
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A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in
Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925)

ERFHEAEELNBRREKEFIE (1897-1925)

« Survey the landscape of early screen practices in
Hong Kong, including:

Built
Environment

Circulation

Technology
used to
project films

« These aspects of film presentation are crucial to
understanding how movies were integrated into the
social fabric of Hong Kong in the early twentieth
century.



Project Background

e All started from an email thread to ITSC in Nov 2020

« CIO & University Librarian passed the case to Library for handling
because of librarian's expertise in supporting digital humanities

* Reference to some "traditional” Library databases

From: LAM Mei Chun Louisa <louisalam@In.edu.hk>

Sent: Thursday, November 13, 2020 11:46 AM

e To visualise research data of G

SubjectlFW: Meeting between ITSC and Visual Studies Dept

the Research Team

Please take a look. Prof Emilie Yeh would like to create a database like the one done in BU where she came from

https://digital.lib.nkbu.edu.hk/chinesefilms/search.php

and alsofHKU’s Hong Kong Government Reports Online (hitps://lib.hku.hk/hkgrofindex.jsp). §rof Yeh approached
ITSC for creating the database that contains the data she need in the excel file. But Joyce's team might not be the
maost desirable team to do this. | wonder if Tony can take this up as a digital humanities project.

@ Lingnqn M Fong Sum Wood Library Louisa
University = HongKong



Project Background

(News/Advertisements Images from newspaper microfilm)
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Project Background

(News/Advertisement Images from newspaper microfilm)

1 StanDﬂj| End D Title Surnmary Key PmmJT | ||Filem Film | || Filen
.
|4 . The Corenet Tal Mo, + o [EXviErzn [Tomghf ai 3,13 and T.15 pam., Buzhman and Eayne 1 “The Erasz Tha Byasz Elmo, the
& pl -2 ) Wyl [ = i o ] y
68 1920-06-23 (1820-04-25 1743, 10 Check™ 417,15 pow., “Elemo, the Mishty” epizodes 15 and 16. Coronst Theatre Bu:.hmx:n. Ched \fishty
Bevarly Bayne
. n |+ [The Coromet Tel Mo + o |Emtertain  (BIonday to Wednesday at 5.15 and 9.15 pm | Broadwest presants Horace Himter, |Under
2 ] . &1k [ = = . :
1020-06-28 | 1920-06-30 |3 1743, 10 “Under Suspicion” & ing Horacs Himter and Hilda Bayley. Coronst Theatre |EBroadwest Hilda Baviey | |Suspici
Today ar 230, 5.15 and 9.15 pm, Clara Eimball Young in “Cheating Clara Kimball
o 1220-06-10 | 12a0-06-21 |2 '.l'E.e_Cmmet.Tel o 0 Entertain Ch.ea z Ar 715 pm, H B. Wamer and Dorothy Dalton in “The c ot Theatre '&?u:ng:[—lB. Cheating The .
1743, ment Faiders.” Warner, Chesters
June 21 Femarks: Cn page 5, &d on “The Faiders"™ only. Diorothy Dalton
16200602 | 1620.06.04 | | = Honekong Theatre: || [Foversain | Toisht at 5.15 and 8.15 pm., Triansle presents William Collier Honzkonz Trisngls ;‘f@@u The No-Good
o ST © |Tel2sil " |ment supported by Enid Markey in “The Mo-Good Cuy.™ Theats Picnmes s Chuy
2| 1020-06-05 [1020-06-00 |4 The Honskons Theaare: 10 Entertain | Tomight at 5.15 and 915 pan., William Fox prezents TWilliam Fammn  |Honskonz Fox illizm Fuoush and
b T Tel 2511 " |ment in “Fough and Ready™ in § parts. Theatre Famum Beady
2 1220-06-10 |1020-06-11 |2 The Honskons Theatre: 0 Entertzin | Tomisht at 5.15 and 215 pm, the London Film Co. presents a 4-part  (Honzkons London Film Called Eack The Bridze of
e s “|Telasil 7 | menr photo drama. “Called Back ™ Alzp “The Bridae of Death™ in 4 pantz. | Theams Company Death
1920-06-12 | 1220-06-15 |3 The Honskons Theatre: 0 Entertzin | Tomisht at 5.15 and 215 pm, Selmick Pictures pressnts Clara Hongkonz Selmick ?ou'u;z Robilt The Conman
i 1T 7 |Tel23IL ° | e Eimball Youns in Robert Chamber's “The Conymon Law™ in 7 parts.  (Theate Picnres p— Lawy
W, Chambear
- 1020-06-16 |1220-06-18 [3 The Hongkons Theatrs: 10 Entertzin | Tomight at 5.15 and £.15 pan., Momms Talmadge m “The Devil's Hongkonz L lomms The Devil's
d o T |Tel2:ll " |ment Maedla” Theatre Telmadze Ieedle
. . sz - . " Leah Baird,
. . - |The Honzbons Theamre: . |Emtertain | Tomizht at 5.15 and ©.15 pan., Leah Baird in “The Capitol,” from the  |Honskonz ' .
= 2 - 2 el b = = [ = ? : == g
£\ 1220-06-18 | 1620-06-22 3 Tel 2511 o menr notabls stage mccess by Ausnsts Thomas. Thestra Augustus The Capisol
= SE Thomas
. - |4 =|+ [The Honskons Theatrs: + o |EmtErtain | Tomight at 5.15 and ©.15 pan., Triansls Film Corporation pressnts Hongkonz Triangls Willizm .
7 2 71 ’ ol = = [ = * = ] = Daddv
7| 1820-06-23 | 1820-068-25 2 Tel 2511 o ment William Dezmond in “Paddy O'Hara ™ Thesire Pichures Deamond y O°Hama
o 1020-06-28 |12a0-06-20 |2 The Honzlcons Theatre: 0 Entertzin | Tomisht at 5.15 and 215 pmn  Edward TWarren prezents Sheldon Levwis [Honzkons Edward Warren | The Warfare of
il il I CVRE3 SN " | menr in “The Warfare of the Flash™ in 7 pan=. Theatre Sheldon Lewiz (the Flesh
2l 1 |4 - na |y [The Hongkong Theatre s |Emterizin | Tomight at 5.15 and £.15 pan., Abma Rusbans in “Firefly of Tough Hengkong The Firefly of
o A, T ) el k] = = [ = d ' = = = - by
3| 1820-06-30 | 1B20-07-0213 |y sy Woen |Luck Theat= Abma Ruebets | on Luck
Today'= the day, 1T am 1o 530 pom., contimious pichures at the
‘Coronst. Come in when you liks, stay as lonz 2= vou like. Admiz=ion: Charlie
|y . |Emtertain |40 cents. The prosranmme includes Pathe’s latest Britizh Gamstre; “The The Silem . Law of the
2 ¥ [ = § i s
1020-07-01 (1 The Coronet 10 - Silent Mystery” episode ons; Charlis Chaplin in “Sunmyside” and Coronst Theatre |Pathe Chap]:. Olza  |Pathe Gazetie Lystary Sunmyzide Land
Iv[zdame Petrova in “The Law of the Land ™ Usmal performsance at
Lipm
‘Contirmous performance, 11am o445 pm amd 515 and 215 pm.
(boaked zeats). Goldwym presents Will Rogers in “Tubile.™ Also “The
. . | Silemt Mivetery izode oo, Youma M. Tazz and Britizh Gazerts. - -
1820-07-05 (1820-07-08 & .TEE_F'NM' Tel. Ha. 10 Ex Tulv 5 Ramarks: Om page 5, another ad. on “Tubile™ only. Coronst Theatre |Goldeon Wil Flogers Tubilo gf_iim Wouns Mr. Jazz (British Gazette (MHckey .R;_Y
o Tuly 3 Famarks: On page 3, another ad. on “Tumbilo” [zic] featrimg S -
"Will Fogers, the picture-play since “Mickey™ and “The Yankse Wa™
The String Band of 5. 5. Colombia will play from 2.15 to 4.30 pam.
Coms and see Constances Talmadgs in “A Pair of Silk Stockings" and
Smilinz Bill [=ic] Parzons in “Birds of a Feather™ at the Coronet.
Tubv @ & 10 Remarks: On page 10, snother ad. on “A Pair of Silk
?ta\:hqgs's.nd"Bm_.‘l_s ocfa Fesﬂﬂler. * Alsp Pathe’s Britizh Gazette and - ot Theatre.
“The Silent Mystery™ apizode 3. Eartern Theatre
- . - - |Cood Thines Always . |EmtErtain | Toby 12 Remarks: On paze 10, another ad. on “A Pair of Silk A : APairof 3k |(Birds ofa The Silent The Formmnes of |
a 20-07- M0-07-12 = L [ ¥ = fanchai - . .
718200708 1820071215 e 1 D! ) e Stockings,” “Birds of a Feather " Dathe’s Eritich Cazstte and “The | m‘:’e Fathe Stockines Feather Pathe Gazette |1 vy The Red Glove |y Camedy
Silent hvstery™ epizode 3. Eastern Thearre, Wanchai, 7.30 and 9.30, st !

University =zHa
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Project Background

(News/Advertisement Images from newspaper microfilm)

A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925)
i R & AR EIKEHE (1897-1925)

Year 1897 is the advent of film screenings,
Year 1925 represents the maturity of movie exhibition as an industrial practice.

The China Mail 1897-1925 3,207 4,046 7,253 (23.5%)
Hong Kong Telegraph 1897-1925 2,707 4,516 7,223 (23.3%)
South China Morning Post 1904-1925 7,311 9.118 16,429 (53.2%)

Total 13,225 (42.8%) 17,680 (57.2%) 30,905

Lleigl i Fong Sum Wood Library



Project Background

Dear Louisa,

Thanks for the info.

I have reviewed the databases, it should not be difficult, provided that Prof. Yeh and her research team can provide
l structured data. ' here should Ee copyright concerned if the data are newspaper clippinga Having it typed (not

image) should resolve the issue.

Frankly speaking, : handle this simple job. However, for a more serious DH project, | think we need to
e g

study the potential™@ 3, But not only setup a simple web search for it.

The metadata is not an issue, as you suggest, we may involve CP team for handling, but in view of the 2 projects you
listed, the data structure is very simple after we all gained experience from repository projects that we have been
worked on.

A meeting would be needed for the project kick off.
Tony, it is time for us to explore a platform /CMS that can contain this kind of projects.

Cear Louisa,
Thanks,

Jeff I have just reviewed the data, | would also think there are some possibilities.

Keyword:

Structured Data
Copyright concern
Drupal CMS

GIS Presentation in map
Timeline Presentation

Wiki/IMDB

It looks |ike some venue are in Hong Kong, we can visually look up the GIS data to present it in a map.
With the year and date info, we can visualize it in a timeline.js project

If not, we can link t§ wiki or imdb

Tt INVOIVES TIIT, 50 WE may 100K Up and NNk our video conectons, i1 not, we can check with CDM to acquire the titles.

i or imdb_)

As it seems to be having some old Movie Theatre in Hong Kong, see if we can locate some old HK pics for kind of

visualization.

Thanks,
Jeff

Lingnan% M oA B Fong Sum Wood Library
UnI'VEfS“V %# Hong Kong



Preserve the Heritage: In terms of Research Data

Correct Typos

Normalise special
/ variant
characters

(e.g. Les
Misérables , café)

Delimit Data from
the researchers’
source file for a
more structured
database

Add Digital
Humanities (DH)
Elements into the
project!

14



Enhance the Project with DH elements?
(Get more data from IMDb)

* Explore to grab data e

from International Movie Data e v - N
Base (IMDB) Way Down East B .
[ ] A C‘to r S : . Costume Drama Period Drama Romantic Epic Drama | >

A naive country girl is tricked into a sham marriage by a wealthy womanizer, then

° D | re CtO rS/erte rs f ‘ . 3 must rebuild her life despite the taint of having borne a child out of wedlock.
f Director |
d CO U n t ry - Y Writers
LW. Stars o
* Runtime information - e
* Release Year
° G enre Photos: 135 =t Add photo More to explore

e Plot

* Poster image URL
« IMDB detailed page URL
* etc

ﬂ

https://www.imdb.com/ 15

21st Century Scream Queens

See the gallery

@Lingncn’:ﬂ A B Fong Sum Wood Library
University = Hong K




Enhance the Project with DH elements?

(IMDb via OMDB API)

OMDb API Usage Parameters ~ Examples  Changelog  APIKey

OMDDb API

The Open Movie Database

The OMDb APl is a RESTful web service to obtain movie information, all content
and images on the site are contributed and maintained by our users.

If you find this service useful, please consider making a one-time donation or
become a patron.

Poster API|

The Poster APl is only available to patrons.

Currently over 280,000 posters, updated daily
with resolutions up to 2000x3000.

Emby, Trakt, FileBot, Reelgood, Xirvik Servers, Yidio, mi_tv, Couchpop, Edu Reviewer, Flixboss, Scripts on Screen, Topagency webflow.io, Ramotion.com, Phone
Trackers, Classics on DVD, Streaming App, How to make a FinTech app, Vid2 - Create movie lists with Al, Popflick, Custom Couch, TV.GURU, Deploy Vision -
Nearshore Software Development, Phictly, DoMyEssay, EssayPro, HomeworkGuy, The Streaming Codex

Become a Patron Donate Contact

Usage

Send all data requests to:

http:/iwww.omdbapi.com/?apikey=[yourkey]&

https://www.omdbapi.com/

LingnCln 3 F A & | Fong Sum Wood Library
Universily % Hong Kong
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Enhance the Project with DH elements?
(IMDb via OMDB API)

{"Title":"A Mormon Maid" " " "Rated":"N/A" " " "Runtime"-"68 min" "

Langunage":"None, English" " " " Awards" "INIA" "

Ratingz":[ {"Source":"Internet Movie
Databaze" "Value":"6.1/10"}]."Metascore":"W/A" "imdbRating":"6.1","imdbVotez":" 77", "imdbID":"tD0083 19", "Type":"movie","DVD":"N/A" "BoxOffice":"N/A", "Production":"N/A", "Website™ :"N/A","Responze

B C D E F G H | J K L M N o] P Q R 5 T

1 Year yearadjust meyrgedfilm title yearFound rated released runtime genre director  writer actors plot language country awards poster imdbID  boxOfficer production
2 1913 1912 "R¢meby" South Sweden N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
3 1913 1912 "Wiiffles" as Cook Against Her Will N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/&A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
4 1920 1919 $500 or Bust! N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
5 1923 1922 'Snub' Comedy N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/&A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
6 1922 1921 'srib' Comedy N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
7 1921 1920 'Snub' Comedy N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/&A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
8 1920 1919 'srib' Comedy N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
9 1915 1914 10fh Series of War Pictures N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
10 1915 1914 11{h Series of War Pictures N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
11 1922 1921 1982 Derby N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
12 1915 1914 20[Minutes of Love N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
13 1917 1916 2000 Feet under the Sea N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
14 1914 1913 2nfl Series of War Pictures N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
15 1923 1922 36§ Days 365 Days 1922 N/A 17 Sep 1922 N/A Short, Con Charley CFN/A 'Snub' Poll N/A None, Eng USA MN/A https://m. tt0467160 N/A N/A
16 1922 1921 39fFast 39 East 1920 N/A 01 Sep 1920 50 min Comedy John S. Ro Rachel Crc Constance The eldest None, Eng USA M/A https://m. tt0010945 N/A MN/a
17 1921 1920 39[East 39 East 1920 N/A 01 Sep 1920 50 min Comedy John 5. Ro Rachel Crc Constance The eldest None, Eng USA MN/A https://m. tt0010945 N/A N/A
18 1914 1913 3rd Series of War Pictures N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
19 1924 1923 40{Horse Hawkins N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
20 1921 1920 45Minutes From Broadway 45 Minutes from E 1920 N/A 01 Aug 1920 N/A Comedy Joseph De George M.Charles RaKid Burns 'English ~ USA N/A N/A 0011206 N/A N/A
21 Series of War Picture N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
22 Series Rocombol N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A NJA N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
17
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Enhance the Project with DH elements?
(IMDb via OMDB API)

« 3,978 out of the 2,971 unique film records have been looked up with
corresponding IMDb (Internet Movie Data Base) records.

* Ayear laterin 2021, IMDb launched its official APl via AWS Marketplace for
data search

aws marketplace Q Search English ¥ Signin or Creay

Documentation

About v Categories v  Delivery Methods ~  Solutions v Resources v Vour Saved List ~ R )
Become a Channel Partner  Sell in AWS Marketplace  Amazon Web Servig

Documentation

Key Concepts Visit the IMDb website
Ready to start accessing IMDb data? You can access anboarding
API Data Documenta... v documentation, data dictionaries, and sample queries for IMDb Bulk Datasets

and the IMDb AP| on AWS Data Exchange below.

Bulk Data Document.. About IMDb

1 . >
IMDb is the world's most popular and &

Release Notes Bulk Data API authoritative source for movie, TV, and celebrity Sort By: Relevance
content. The IMDb website is the #1 movie

Review Bulk File key concepts, Learn how to subscribe and

All products (24 results) showing 1- 20

website in the world with a combined web and

data dictionaries, and common ? access the AP| and review > mabile audience of more than 200 millien IMDb Enhancement Content: Trivia and Goofs (SAMPLE)
questions around DDL and AWS COMMOoN queries across our manthly visitors worldwide. IMDb offers
Athena data products, metadata on more than B million movies, TV and IMI“' By 1MDb
entertainment programs and more than 11 Free | 12 month subscription available
million cast and crew members as well as IMDb's Includes a sample of IMDb's most interesting Trivia and Goofs
1-10 star rating - a daily-computed average of for movies, TV shows, and video games. Content is in English.
fan sentiment derived from IMDb customer Sold only as an add-on package.
Release Notes > votes.
IMDb Essential Metadata for Movies/TV/OTT (Bulk data)
14th August 2025 IMnb By IMDb
We are excited to announce the launch of IMDb Meters Timeseries, providing Price $150,000 | 12 manth subscription available.
complete historical ranking data derived from the IMDb global audience of Access the passion of IMDb's global audience of 200 million
over 250 million monthly visitors. The offering includes two bulk datasets: entertainment fans via our JSON bulk files. IMDb's essential

. oy https://developer.imdb.com/documentation/?ref_=side_nav 18
Llnggqn N & K B | Fong Sum Wood Library
niversity ( (
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Enhance the Project with DH elements?
(Theatre/Venue Location plot to interactive map)

|| Address [~
1 Wyndham St., Central
71 Des Voeux Street, (junction of Des
Voeux Road and Pottinger 5t.), Central

Hankow Road and Peking Road, Kowloon
Nathan Road, Kowloon

(1st Generation) Between Des Vioeux
Road and the Praya, opposite to Central
Market; (2nd Generation) Queen's Road

31 Queen's Road Central, Central
1 Wyndham St., Central
1 Wyndham St., Central

(1st Generation) 83 Des Voeux Road
Central, Central (opposite to Central
Market, current Hang Seng Bank Head
Office); (2nd Generation) Queen's Road

71 Des Voeux Street, (junction of Des
Voeux Road and Pottinger St.), Central
83 Des Voeux Road Central, Central
(opposite to Central Market, current Hang
Seng Bank Head Office)

2 Zetland St., Central

83 Des Voeux Road Central, Central
(opposite to Central Market, current Hang
Seng Bank Head Office)

83 Des Voeux Road Central, Central
(opposite to Central Market, current Hang
Seng Bank Head Office)

1-2A Des Voeux Road Central, Central

1 Wyndham St., Central

\ | venue I | name
12236 "1 Coronet Theatre
12237 2 Victoria Theatre
12239 4 World Theatre Wan
12240 5 Star Theatre
12241 8 Kowloon Theatre
12242 7 Hongkong Theatre East, Central
12243 8 Queen's Theatre
12244 9 Bijou Scenic Theatre
12245 10 Bijou Theatre
12246 11 Hong Kong Cinematograph Theatre East, Central
12247 12 Victonia Cinematograph
12250 15 Empire Cinematograph Theatre
12251 16 Alexandra Cinematograph
12253 18 Empire Theatre
12254 19 Wo Ping Theatre
12257 22 City Hall
12261 26 Salon-Cinema Theatre
199RR 21 Qtar Cinematnaranh

Lingnan i f ;t
University = )

1 Whndham St Central

Fong Sum Wood Library

| Chinese Name
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SE2ER
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(1st Generation) FEFZEk; (2nd
Generation) FER &R

2EERR

thEaA R

(1st Generation) FER ZER, (2nd
Generation) FHE &R

HEAEENR

BHRERIEEER
SRTRER

BHIREIRLS EER

FERR
rEE
AREREL

B8R 5 2L AN

@alitude
22281198

22283953
22.286378
22.296389
22.310916

22284622
22282162
22.281198
22281198

22284622

22283953

22284591
22280603

22284591

22284396
22280483
22281198
79 7281108

\_

| longitude |;§
114.156253

114.156615
114.153666
114.171244
114.171016

114.156244
114.156678

[114.156253

114.156253

114156244

114156615

114155941
11415687

114.155941

114.156109
114158322
114.156253
114 1RR7A2
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Number of Films Exhibited by
0 200

Victoria Theatre

Bijou Scenic Theatre

alisade
Hong Kong Cinematograph I 25
Hongkong Theatre l 17

o

District lCentral Bl Wan qf@ M Yau MaTe

gl

M Tsim Si

Source: A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in Colo



Enhance the Project with DH elements?
(Timeline showing the History of Theatres)

ke R = kP

! V-1

On the site of late Hong Kong Cinematograph (1907-1910),
Des Voeux Rd., Central, opposite to Central Market, opened by

191011

1e Empire: New Cinematograph Theatre " SCMP._4 Apr 29

€@ Lingnan i i X &

Universily % Hong Kong



Enhance the Project with DH elements?
(Visualising the No. of Films Exhibited by
Years/Venues/Districts) do“: Wor

Number of Films Exhibited by Venues (1897-1925) Reseal'ch
0 100 200 Team

Coronet Theatre 292

Hongkong Theatre 191

Victoria Theatre

Kowloon Theatre

Wo Ping Theatre

Eastern Cinema

World Theatre 22

4 1920

3

City Hall

Empire Cinematograph

o ﬁfi\/\

District MCentral M'Wan Chai lYau Ma Tei B Tsim Sha Tsui M Sheung Wan ENorth Point 21

€@ Lingnan i i X &

University = HongKong Source: A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925)



Full Text Images
(To have or not to have?)

» 3 most distinct English-
language newspapers in
colonial Hong Kong

» Copyright Issues

* Availability from other Open
Access sources = Construct
URLs to link images

The China
Mail

Hong Kong
Telegraph

South China
Morning Post

7,253
(23.5%)

7,223
(23.3%)

16,429
(53.2%)

5.97GB  HKPublic Library
Digital Collection
718 GB (Open Access)

11.5GB  ProQuest Historical
Newspapers
(Under Lingnan
University Library
Subscription)

24.65 GB

ProQuest Access provided by Lingnan University

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: South China Morning Post

BasicSearch  AdvancedSearch  Publications |  Change databases




I Putting Everything Together!

: Lingnan # X 2 | rong sum Wood Lib EDUCATION fer SERVICE
TeChnlcaI SpeCO gUniversity &# Hong Kong T RN B YA - IREHE

) D r u pa | C M S Home Projects Contact Us

Home / Projects / A History Of Film Exhibition And Reception In Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925) / Introduction

* Leaflet (for showing venues
on map)

* Flourish (for Visualisation) A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in

Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1925)

* Redis (for caching) HREBESEMRMEZIERE (1897-1925)

« AWS Cloudwatch (for log
monitoring)

« AWS RDS (MariaDB)

[ Charlie Chaplin

i e 23
I.Ingnan%H M oA B Fong Sum Wood Library
UniVefS“Y % Hong Kong



For Researchers

(research on actor/person)

JOURNAL OF * A much better tool than Excel / traditional
CHINESE CINEMAS  [JES S —_— . !
Teos:ings:e canon: Digital scholarship and early cinema in LI b ra ry fu I I text d ata base

Special s Dign Humariies

* Forinstance, Charlie Chaplin in Colonial Hong
Kong has 974 entries while Buster Keaton recorded
only 187, showing the wide gap of the exposure
between the two iconic stars on Hong Kong's early
screens. And there are plenty of things to find in the
two databases that will assist in developing
hypotheses or agendas in need of empirical backing.

Yeh, E. Y. (2024). Testing the canon: Digital scholarship and early cinema in Hong Kong,.
Journal of Chinese Cinemas, 18(2-3), 375-396. https://doi.org/10.1080/17508061.2025.2518014

24
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For Researchers

(research on importers/distributors)

JOURNAL OF - . » Before the First World War, most of the films
CHINESE CINEMAS e __Ruise .
imported to Hong Kong were controlled by
E— Pathé Freres (Abel 19299). It is telling that

T i Exibi o -
1925) and Fary Chinese Film Datatiose ara twa digital humanities proj-  extibiton i Hong Kong:
ects mede t share new hissorical daa on early cnamain Hong Kong i caner: i Hatery:

s pit il to ant-

2314 entries on Colonial Hong Kong appear
under the keyword Pathé. This figure is more
than those found for American companies
Paramount (1000 entries), Fox (722 entries),
and Metro and Goldwyn (797 entries).

Yeh, E. Y. (2024). Testing the canon: Digital scholarship and early cinema in Hong Kong,.
Journal of Chinese Cinemas, 18(2-3), 375-396. https://doi.org/10.1080/17508061.2025.2518014

. e . 25
@ Llngnc_ln%ﬂ A B Fong Sum Wood Library
University = Hong K



https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17508061.2025.2518014

For Researchers

(research on movies)

JOURNAL OF
CHINESE CINEMAS

Special s Dign Humariies

Rasbnbpe WL —— A 0
[o— . —

Yeh, E. Y. (2024). Testing the canon: Digital scholarship and early cinema in Hong Kong,.
Journal of Chinese Cinemas, 18(2-3), 375-396. https://doi.org/10.1080/17508061.2025.2518014

JOURNAL OF CHINESE ONEMAS

024, VOL 1, M. 33, 374395 £Y Routledge
peicoL vg 10,1080/ 5080613075 2518014 N Twors i Gmup.
RESEARCH ARTICLE B OPEN ACCESS [ oot o piems

Testing the canon: Digital scholarship and early cinema in
Hong Kong

Emilie Yueh-yu Yeh
Department of Dightal Arts and Crestive Industries, Lingrnan University, Tuen Mun, Hong Kong

ABSTRACT KEYWORDS
A History of Fiim Exhibitic ion ir ng

1925) and Farly Chinese Film Databas are two digital humanities proj-  cxhibition i Hong Kong;
‘ects made toshare new historical data on early cinema in Hong Kong  film canan: fim Fissery:
and China. Information held in these two databases s pivotal to ani- 992! humanities
mating local film histories and can be wiilized to form 3 new under-

‘standing of the incipient shape of cinama trade. This article seeks to

the Lati 18305 to mid 19205 by exiracting relevant data from these two.
digital archives. A st of classic’fims from Europe, America, and China
the can ng; gy

Kong. My ibited i not

= 8 1 -
inemas, Instead, other factors might affect the local exhibition and
of foreign and Chinese films.These factors include stars, the
track records of directors and studios, exhibitors, and distributors. In
‘chsing, the article considers the likely gaps in digital archives and the
fimitations of digital historiography.

What new kinds of film histories could arise with the aid of digital humanities? This question
motivated the building of two open-access databases of Hong Kong film. The first one, in
English, is titled A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in Colonial Hong Kong (1897-
1925} (hereafier Colonial Hong Kong), hosted by the Fong Sum Wood Library of Lingnan
University. The second, in Chanese, called Zavui huawen baozhi dianying shiliao ku or the
Early Chinese Film Datubase (Yeh etal. 2015, hereafter Early Chinese Film) is hosted at Hong
Kong Baptist University Library. Guided by established forms of digital scholarship such
as digitization and computing of text, data visualization (Drucker and Nowviskie 2004;
Drucker 2012; Theibault 2013; Thomas 2004), and netwark analysis (Larkin 2023), Coloial
Homg Kong {Figure 1) was created Lo serve as a basic resource available to the public for
research on early Hong Kong film history from the late 1890s to the mid 19205, This period
of thirty years saw the introduction of motion pictures to the colony. development of cinema.
as an emergent cultural consumption and leisure in Hong Kong, and formation of a local
film industry. The database contains mose than 29,000 items of English-language news
materials published locally, covering film projectors, movie theaters, exhibitors, film

o =

NTACT Emte och yu

ey Tuen Man, Hong Kons

wm,..umnmmmmmmrmsm.@
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Lingncn M A P Fong Sum Wood Library

University =&H

Table 4. Entries of Hollywood stars and directors in the two databases, 1915-1925.

Keywords {Chinese rendition in Hong Kong newspapers) Entries Subtotal
Charlie Chaplin 574
1124
FRE (TR 150
Lillian Gish 169
155
SEER (REYEHF) 26
Douglas Fairbanks 537
597
60
450
522
32
916
1117
201
572
621
49
353
383
12
452
431
A

26




For Public

(theatre info, location, etc.)
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https://www.proquest.com/docview/1498727695/pageviewPDF/D2D52E0862614A4EPQ/40?accountid=12107&sourcetype=Newspapers
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For Public

(movie info, year of exhibit, etc)

. The Coronet; Kowloon Theatre

Home / Projects / A History Of Film Exhibition And Reception In Colonial Hong Kong (1897-1929

Headline
Newspaper Source

Publication Date
Publication Year

Page

Column

Times Appeared (Days)
Key Person

Film Projector / Film(s)

Summary

Type

Venue(s)

View the full text image

Lingnani f A #

%4 Hong Kong

University

The Coronet; Kowloon Theatre
South China Morning Post

1922-06-16 - 1922-06-16
1922

12

Entertainments

1

Norma Talmadge
Constance Binney

Henry Lehrman

- S PR Y oo \

\A-Came L ady e IO

Something Different (View more)

The Coronet: 2.30, 5.15, 7.15 and 9.15, Norm:
Constance Binney in '‘Something Different' ang
Advertisement

Coronet Theatre (View more)
Kowloon Theatre (View more)

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: South Chil

Fong Sum Wood Library

Actors Constance Binney

Director Roy William Neill

Writer Alice Duer Miller (novel)

Country USA

Released 1920-12-01

Runtime 50 min

Genre Drama

Language None

Plot Heiress and orphaned
a marriage for money,
Vargas, who is marrieq
Cuba. Rosa's husband

Poster Click here to view the

View more in Imdb  View more
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MATINEE EACH DAY

Drama

Heiress and orphaned Alicia Lea, is being forced into a
marriage for money, goes to visit her friend Rosa Vargas, who
is married to a rich planter in Santiago, Cuba. Rosa's husband
Don Luis Vargas is a revolutionary, hostile to the government
headed by the president and his broth...

Director

Writers

Stars

South China Morning Post (1903-1941) 28
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Usage and Impact

 Over 920,000 web access recorded since its launch in 2021

* Books/Articles/Chapters were published by the Research Team
using the findings of this project
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Testing the canon: Digital scholarship and early cinema in

Department of Digeal Arts and Creative Industnies, Lingnan Universty, Tuen Mun, Hong Kong

ABSTRACT KETWORDS
& i .

; g (e il

and China wank
mating local fim histories and can be uiized to form 2 new under-
standing of his

aggr
thelte 1305 tomid 19205 by extracting relevant data from thesztwo
digial archives. A st of classic’fims from Europe, America, and China
Kong, i ot
Match, 103 arge extent,the cancrical hstory of either glotialor Chinese
‘inems. Instead, other factors might affect the local exhibition and

closing,the article: consiclers the likely gaps in igital archives and the
fimitations of digialhistoriograpy.

What newkinds of ilm histories could arise with the sid of digital humanities? This question
motivated the building of two open-access dalabases of Hong Kang film. The firsLone, in
English, is titled A History of Film Exhibition and Reception in Colonial Hong Kong (1897
1925) (hereafier Colonial Horg Kong), hosted by the Fong Sum Woad Library of Lingnan
University. The second, in Chinese, called Zaogi h fanying shifiao ku or the
Early Chinese Film Database (eh etal. 2015, hereafter Early Chinese Film) is hosted at Hong
Kong Baplist Universily Library. Guided by established forms of digital scholarship such
as digitization and computing of text, data visualization (Drucker and Nowyiskic 2004
Drucker 2012; Theibault 2013; Thomas 004), and network analysis { Larkin 2023, Colomial
Hong Kong (Figure 1) was created o serve as a basic resource available o the publi for
research on carly history from the late id 19205, This period
y yesrs saethe intrh on i e colony
a5 an emergent cultural consumption and leisure in Hong Kong, and formation of a local
film industry. The database contains more than 29,000 items of English-langnage news
materials published locally, covering film projectors, movie theaters, eshibitors, film

CONTACT Erute r
Jesversry, Tuen Wun Hong Kseg.
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https://doi.org/10.1080/17508061.2025.2518014

Foric Hovt ‘,“ I\'rliv\ Conway
Globhal Movie
Magazine
Networks

20

Provenance of Early Chinese
Movie Publications

Emilie Yueh-yu Yeh and Darrell William Davis

Researching the past often depends on chance and serendipity. Sometimes an inci-
dental discovery can unexpectedly fill a missing piece in a puzzle; ofien, a relent-
less search may result in nothing, A film historians task is not always rewarding,
and frustration abounds when the work needed is to seek materials of the early
twentieth century, an era before there was a notion of a film library or archive.
In the case of Chinese film, it is especially challenging, as many films before the
19305 did not survive, and many print sources such as handbills, posters, scripts,
and company records were destroyed or scattered around the world. Tn working
with the Media History Digital Library (MHDL) and curating baoks and periodi-
cals for digitization, we find revisiting earty Chinese film history an uneven path,
though it somefimes seems miraculous or, more often, quotidian.

This chapter details the process of choosing, searching, and introducing key
sources in carly Chinese language film history, including artifacts from China,
Hong Kong, and, to some extent, Taiwan, while alsa balancing among three dis
tinct sources of film history: periodicals, catalogs, and book-length publications.
In every case, there were important influences from abroad, via Hollywood, Japa
nese, and European film industries. We single out the period before 1930 in this
study, as it is less familiar 1o global researchers. This phase is normally called
“early cinema” by Chinese historians; that term is defined differently from its use
in European and US film scholarship. Due to the scarcity of surviving films predat
ing 1930, the “early” phase of cinema in China and Hong Kong usually refers to the
period from the 1900s to early 1930s (rather than the period between the 18gosand
1910s). This periodization follows the time line of films made by the first Chinese
producers to the advent of sound and the rise of left- wing cinema, two concurrent

347

https://doi.org/10.2307/jj.21819454.2
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Usage and Impact

* Articles cited/quoted this database from other scholars

ILUMINACF

ILUMINACE  Volume 34

022, N 2(128) THEMED ARTICLES 73

Michael Aronson - Gabriele Hayden - Elizabeth Peterson
(University of Cregon)

Local Cinema History at Scale:
Data and Methods for Comparative
Exhibition Studies

Abstract
Digital toals and digitized sousces bave expanded our ability to research and present regional film
histaries, along with the hope of conducting comparative work across both place and time. Along;
side these projects are increasing calls for mere deliberate coordination of tooks, methods, and

to create mare meaningél comparisons. However, it remains difficult for researchers 1o

s xistfor comparative wark, and the methods, points of comparisen, data

erably vary. Utilizing research dat principles, we

 local il exhibition digital projects to document the current

histariagraphic landscape, and to assess existing coverage of geography, time, sources, data struc.

tures, 1 bility and The dataset
can be sk
practices

the sarvey results

d by researchess to better discover each ather’s work, but also to
g forward

e s a i to best

Key words

Cinerna History, di ities, data

Intreduction
Our historiographic intentions were pure. We wanted to build a web-based platform in

which our undergraduate students could be taught o collaberatively research, write and
map the history of moviegoing and eshibition in cities and towns across the state of Ore

https://doi.org/10.58193/ilu.1733
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a particular locale. The local endpoint of early cinema should

depend instesd on how rich the complex of local production,

motion, distribution, exhibition, and reception was in the period

during which cinema was yet to be modelled on Classical

State-of-the-art

“The global popularization of cinema by the end of the First World War was a world
historical event. During the early decades of the cinema age, the medium brought diverse
peoples into contact and offered them vivid images of one another and of themselves.
“This new visual med itsel /s dominant form of
communication and of public leisure. Yet, this constitutive period in cinema history,
referred to by scholars as ‘early cinema’, has been studied largely in Furopean and North
American contexts. By focusing on the British Empire, which at the beginning of the 20"
century covered a quarter of the globe, this special issue will focus on a potentially vast,
yet heretofore largely ignored, audience - the peoples of the globe’s argest empirc.

Film schol within the key f vk of modernity, which hey
associate with rapid and
accompanied by socioeconomic change and experiential overload (King and Keil
2024). Trrespective of whether these scholars have focused on technological, textual,
production, distribution, exhibition, or reception aspects of carly cinema under the
rubric of national cinemas (Bowser 1990; Musser 1990; Elsaesser 1996; Abel 1998;
Garncarz 2010; Gerow 2010; Conde 2018; Grgi¢ 2022), film genres (Singer 2001;
Streible 2008; Gaycken 2015), history of style (Keil 2001; Gaudreault 2009; Keil and
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e Prof. Emilie YEH

* Ms. Snowie WONG (Senior
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e Dr. Louisa LAM (Chief Information
Officer and University Librarian)

* Mr. Tony TSANG (Digital Services
Librarian)
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