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Entity creation

High-quality entity creation and management is
• Complex
• Intellectually demanding
• Dependent on human judgment
• Intricate and time consuming
• Essential for meaningful discovery and access to 

cultural resources



Why do this work?
Intentional, well-researched entity work

• Ensures the creator gets the proper credit for their work
• Enhances discovery
• Supports the preservation of cultural memory
• Provides accurate representation of diverse and 

underrepresented entities

Entity work strengthens the global infrastructure that connects 
people, histories, and collections



Entity management

• Entity management is a process that standardizes entities, for 
example personal names, to provide uniformed access to resources

• Standardized entities are maintained in authority files such as LCNAF 
(Library of Congress Name Authority File), VIAF (The Virtual 
International Authority File), ISNI (International Standard Name 
Identifier), OCLC’s WorldCat Entities, or Wikidata

https://viaf.org/en
https://authorities.loc.gov/
https://www.oclc.org/en/worldcat/entities.html


Entity management in LCNAF
The Library of Congress Name Authority File provides 
authoritative, standardized records for names of persons, 
organizations, events, places, and titles

• A personal name is established by determining the 
preferred name for the person (as per RDA cataloguing 
rules)

• A name authority record (NARs) includes:
• Authorized heading
• Alternate forms of the name, including other languages
• May have details about pseudonyms
• May have a brief biographical note
• Source of information



Entity management in LCNAF
• Each entity is assigned a unique identifier  
• Each record may include identifiers from other schemes

https://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79101452.html

https://id.loc.gov/authorities/names/n79101452.html


Entity disambiguation
Ways to distinguish between names that are the 
same or similar:

• Date of birth
• Date of death
• Title or rank
• Profession or occupation
• Fuller form of name
• Period of activity 

Example:
Smith, J. D. (John Derek), 1924-2003



Entity disambiguation
How to find additional identifying information:

• Look for details in the resource
• Do supplementary research such as 

consulting other publications, institutional 
websites, publishers’ sites, or Wikipedia

• If possible, email the author (last resort!)



CJK NACO Funnel
• The Chinese-Japanese-Korean Name Authority Cooperative 

Program (CJK NACO) Funnel is part of the Program for 
Cooperative Cataloging (PCC) NACO initiative

• Members contribute CJK name authority records to the Library 
of Congress Name Authority File (LCNAF), enhancing 
standardized access to East Asian materials

• This Funnel provides training and support for establishing 
consistent and high-quality CJK authorities



Examples
Human judgment is important for entity 
management, especially in entity 
identification, name disambiguation, and 
BFM (Bibliographic File Maintenance)

1. Entity identification

黃寬先 / 黃文甫 / Wong Foon Sien

Name in CCBA collection (Chinese
Consolidated Benevolent Association)



黃寬先 / 黃文甫 / Wong Foon Sien



Other examples related to local Chinese history

Chinese Public School (Victoria, B.C.)  --  域多利華僑公立學校

Lee's Benevolent Association of Canada -- 全加李氏總公所

Hoy Sun Ning Young Benevolent Association -- 台山寧陽總會館

Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (Victoria, B.C.) -- 域多利
中華會館

Wong, Kileasa Che Wan -- 吳紫雲
Lee, Mong Kow, 1863-1924 -- 李夢九 (Lee Mong Kow Way)



2. Name disambiguation - Example 1:



2. Name disambiguation - Example 2:

In OCLC Connexion, name duplicates are especially 
challenging for Chinese personal names because 
different Chinese characters may share the same 
romanized spelling.

For example: Liu, Ying  (刘颖, 劉瑛, 柳瀛 or 刘莹)





The first record is 
an 

undifferentiated 
record:





3. BFM (Bibliographic File Maintenance)

Authority-to-bibliographic synchronization keeps 
bibliographic records synchronized with authority 
records after an Authorized Access Point (AAP) is 
created or changed.
Example: 陈爱梅, scholars in Malaysia

• 陈爱梅 (AAP: Tan, Ai Boay, 1977-) ; research areas: Chinese history, 
Malaysia history, Chinese traditional religions, and Women’s history

• 陈爱梅 (AAP: Chen, Aimei) ; her work covers a broad range of fields, 
including education, sociology, psychology, history, and Chinese-
language studies. 



The two bibliographic records highlighted in blue should be linked to Tan, 
Ai Boay, 1977–, not Chen, Aimei.



Works by or edited by 冯国超



Closing Thoughts
High-quality entity creation and management is

• Fundamentally complex
• Intellectually demanding
• Dependent on human judgment
• Intricate and time-consuming
• Essential for meaningful discovery and access 

to cultural resources



Thank you!
Laura Doublet and Min He 

lauradoublet@uvic.ca          minhe@uvic.ca

University of Victoria Libraries
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