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Bringing a Century-Old 
Collection to Life

• Collection date: 1903

• 35 lithographs

• 3 manuscripts

• AI application with Bengali-language



The Internship

• LIS 690 semester-long internship, 10 hrs/week 
hands-on

• Supervisor: Metadata Librarian

• Focus: metadata remediation for South/Southeast 
Asia digital collections

• Connected to this project through our South Asia 
Studies Librarian



Building the Metadata

• Digitized a 2-page printed inventory into a 
structured Google Sheet

• Standardized fields: ID, title, subject headings, etc.

• Subject headings drawn from FAST (Hindu 
mythology / Hindu mythology in art)

• Matched exact deity names to controlled vocabulary 
where possible



Metadata Example



Testing AI for Transcription

• Compared two AI tools for Bengali transcription, 4 
scans per session to limit hallucination risk

• ChatGPT: inconsistent, letter-by-letter accuracy 
issues

• Gemini 3 Pro: strong results—only 1 of 29 images 
needed manual transcription



Limitations

• Tested Bengali script only—generalization to other 
non-Roman scripts unverified

• Handwritten manuscripts were not evaluated

• Untested on free-tier AI tools

• Limited project scope (38 items)

• Omeka lacks built-in OCR capability—a workaround 
was implemented



OCR Workaround Example



Lessons Learned

• First use of AI transcription for foreign-script 
metadata in our library

• Speeds expert work—doesn't replace expert review

• Untested on free-tier AI tools

• Allows discovery using Bengali or English



AI as a Tool for Discovery, 
Not Replacement

• Extended human expertise—did not replace it

• Unlocked non-Latin script transcription at scale

• Student experience: metadata and library-wide 
collaboration in practice

• A model for future special collections work



Mahalo Nui Loa
For more information, please reach out to the project leaders:

Monica Ghosh (monicag@hawaii.edu)
South Asia Studies Librarian 

Munju Kim (munjukim@hawaii.edu)
Library and Information Science Graduate Student & Intern

Stasha Gardasevic (gardasev@hawaii.edu)
Metadata Librarian
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