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2About SNUL

n Founded in 1946.
n This Library building was built in 1975 
n The six-story Library building has over 4,000 seats for 

reading with a collection of 2.6 million volumes 
n It has 7 branches: College of Law, Medicine, Agriculture 

and Life Sciences, Business Administration, Social 
Sciences, Dentistry and International Studies. 

n The library works very closely with over 80 small libraries 
in the university.

n It serves about 30,000 undergraduate and graduate 
students and 2,000 faculty members. 



3SNUL websites

n SNUL main 
n SNU Digital Library
n 7 branches 
n 6 specific websites for digital collections

Insects for insect specimen
SNU archives for the historical materials
Photos for SNU 
Newspapers for SNU News
MEDCON for medical slides
Academic Events(VOD) for SNU academic events



4SNUL main (http://library.snu.ac.kr)



5SNU Digital Library (http://sdl.snu.ac.kr)



6SNU Digital Library - Background

n Information resource environment changes in art 
and science

n New technologies for contents construction and 
expression

n Claim for new media 
n Diversity in user’s information requests and needs



7SNU Digital Library - Functions

n Collect materials in special subjects
n Digitalize materials for preservation and 

accessibility
n Maintain resolution of the original formats
n Develop metadata formats based on the 

materials’unique features  to provide effective 
searching 

n Provide digitalized files on the Web 



8SNU Digital Library collections

n Over 20 digital collections
Rare books, medical slides, music score and audio files, 
art collections and more

n Digital content is available as part of an integrated 
system (SNU Digital Library / SNUL main)

n Two of the most popular digital collections
Academic Events(VOD) (http://event.snu.ac.kr)
Insects Collections (http://insect.snu.ac.kr)



9Academic Events website



10Purpose

n Preserving academic events
n Collecting the academic events throughout the 

campus
n Replaying the events on the web whenever and 

wherever
n Maintaining a user-friendly VOD system
n An event holder, i.e., a lecturer or an institution, is 

not charged for recording: all expenses are paid 
by the library



11VOD of Academic Events

n Started to provide event information in 2001
n When the library collects event information, it also 

requests permission to take pictures of the event 
and to serve VODs to the public. 

This allows the Library to collect and disseminate 
information, which is essential to developing academic 
content 
A bulletin board(requesting the event recording) is 
provided 



12Request list for event recording



13Agreement on VOD Services

With the following conditions, I (we) agree that library provides the 
Academic VOD services after taking pictures of academic events such 
as lectures, seminars for accelerating academic development. 

1. Allow that SNU library digitize my(our) academic works for Internet 
online services and preservation on the condition that the contents are 
not changed. 

2. Agree that library makes my(our) academic works into database(ASF 
format) and distribute or transmit them via internet. 

3. Prohibit users from reproducting or reprinting of distributed academic 
VODs and using it with commercial purpose. 

4. Seoul National University has digital works'(VOD) copyrights.
5. Restrict users as followings. (Please check the box) 

? open to the public ? permit use within the campus
Date : 

Title of Work : 
Name : Signature : 

The President of Seoul National University



14Copyright management system

n Not allow to save the VOD files
n Not allow to capture the VOD images
n Allow to play the VOD within the campus only if 

an event holder checks the “permit use within the 
campus”option



15VOD viewer

n Link with the PPT or Word files on the screen
n Divided with the parts

User can move to a specific part and play it



16Construction status – Academic Events

n Construction status from 2001 to present 
VOD : 44,134 min. (735 hours)
AOD : 33,881 min. (564 hours)

n Annual expenses for VOD 
About $30,000 – 60,000
Including the taking-pictures and encoding them



17Metadata for Academic Events(VOD)

n For metadata, events are classified under 3 
categories.

Conference, session and article (hierarchical depths)
Group or single articles  

n Event type information is also provided.
Conference(including symposium), workshop(including 
seminar), lectures, presentation, exhibition, medical 
treatment, etc. 



18Metadata sets for Article



19Metadata sets - conference/ session



20Categories for Academic Events



21Academic Events Retrieval

n Search field : Title, lecturer(author), 
institution(event holder), keyword and so on

n Search system 
Quick search
Advanced search
Alphabetical browsing
Event type browsing
Institution(event holder) browsing
Event date browsing



22Insect collection



23Purpose

n Offer high quality images 
n Demage prevention of sample to utility of 

digitalized data 
n Support faculty research and help students with 

studying  
n Support requests for information from general 

users 
n Extend and diversify electric library contents 



24Insect Collection

n SNU Insect Specimen Room has 300,000 
specimen dating from the 1930s - present



25Insect Collection

n Photograph and digitalize samples from the SNU 
Insect Specimen Room

n Construction status 

Specimen pictures(1550)
Ecology pictures (1161) 

2,7112005

(About $210,000)4,311TOTAL

ContentQuantityYear
Specimen pictures and VR1,6002004



26Features of Insect Collection

n Fine structure photographing with over 40 
magnifications(microscope photographing) and details 
structure photographing(close-up photographing) with over 
4.5 times to capture high-quality images of specimens

n Photographing with the concept of 'the Small World, Big 
Motion'

n 3,200 * 2,400 pixels, which is the best resolution in Korea 
for insect specimen

n Retrieval system developed both taxonomists and general 
users

Quick search, gallery browsing, etc. for general users
Advanced search, taxonomic search, etc. for taxonomists 



27Retrieval system for Insect Collection



28An example from the collection



29Images of Insect data

n Two types of insect collection
Specimen pictures and ecology pictures

n Cross-reference between specimen and ecology pictures



30Metadata sets for Insect Collection



31Metadata sets for Insect Collection

n Data input by Dr. Seunghwan Lee(professor) 
and his lab students who take charge of SNU 
Insect Specimen Room

n Features
No creator information (vs. Dublin Core) 
Ø Collector is not an important element.

Classification (taxonomy or identification) is the key 
element to describe and search the specimen 
Ø Species, genus, family, order



32Copyright management system

n Not allow to save the images
n Not allow to capture the images
n Not allow to print the images
n But, you can see the images with watermark on 

the screen



33Conclusion

n Role of the library
Controlling all academic and historic materials for the 
purpose of archiving and sharing the human knowledge
Supporting users with well-designed retrieval systems

n Issues
Copyright issue
Ø “More open to the public”vs. “more keep the rights”

Budget
Ø Supported by Special Budget (BK 21 Information Infra 

Formation Project) from Government
Ø But, need more budget or find out other budget for conducting 

and developing the digital projects.


