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Post-WWII Censorship in JapanPost-WWII Censorship in Japan

Objectives
• Eliminate militarism, feudalistic ideas, 

communism
• Promote democracy

US Military Intelligence ServiceUS Military Intelligence Service

• Officers & enlisted Japanese Americans 
trained at secret US Army Japanese 
Language School aka “MIS” (Military 
Intelligence Service)

Stanley Y. KaizawaStanley Y. Kaizawa

• 1921-2007, Nisei
• UHM Graduate in 1942
• MIS 1943-1944
• Military intelligence 

during WWII
• GHQ Censor 1945-1949

Kaizawa CollectionKaizawa Collection

3,350 pages of 
censored kabuki 
scripts

388 photos & 35 
memorabilia

Interview tapes 

Kaizawa Collection Digital Project
2016-2019

Kaizawa Collection Digital Project
2016-2019

1) Textualize (OCR) 

Searchable texts
2)  Document notations

3) Photo Digitization 
4) Metadata creation
5) Interview transcripts

Historical ContextHistorical Context

Access & Outreach

• IR (Dbase): scrips & transcripts
https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/handle/10524/57059

• Digital Commons: photos & memorabilia
https://kahualike.manoa.edu/kaizawa/

Japanese-Americans after Pearl Harbor Attack
• Suffered discrimination 
• Recruited for military service
• Served during the Occupation & helped 

implement post-WWII US cultural policies, 
including censorship
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