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UVic Libraries Digital Preservation Framework

High priority 

● Electronic theses and dissertations

● High-risk physical holdings requiring immediate 

reformatting in Special Collections and University Archives 

● Born-digital material held in Special Collections

● Institutional records held in University Archives 

● Research data generated by UVic researchers and curated 

by the Library



54% of respondents were able to indicate 

the amount of digitized content their 

organization stores. (p. 19)

CARL 2018 Digital Preservation Survey



UVic Digital Asset Management Systems



Most respondents do not have adequate 

staff devoted to digital preservation. (p. 16)

Few organizations have the equivalent of a 

full time individual for digital preservation, 

and fewer still have any one person with a 

sole responsibility towards preservation. (p. 

22) 

CARL 2018 Digital Preservation Survey
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Local Digital Asset Management

http://vault.library.uvic.ca



Digital Preservation: Campus Partnerships



Campus RDM Survey

Survey responses from 

420 faculty members and 

graduate students. 

Identifies the major areas 

of challenge for 

researchers.

Recommends strategies 

for the library and for the 

university. 



UVic RDM Committee

Develop an institutional strategy for research 

data management:

- Research Office

- Libraries

- CIO

- Research Ethics Board

- Privacy Office



The Endings 

Project @ UVic

Concluding, Archiving, and 

Preserving Digital Projects 

for Long-Term Usability

• SSHRC Insight Grant 

• $192,000

• 4 Years



Endings Project - Preliminary Results 

“I’m trained to be a researcher, not an archivist.”

● Of 127 projects spanning 30 years:

- 25% are considered to be “complete”

- 10% have reliable long term archiving in place

● PIs want to follow best practices but are not trained, and 

institutional support is limited.

● A number of researchers approached their libraries, but 

were turned away. 



Clearly outlines in-kind value of library 

services for faculty grant applications.

- Digital Asset Management

- Metadata Expertise

- Long Term Preservation Services

Grants Menu – Faculty Partnerships



Digital Preservation: Regional Partnerships



BCNET Data Backup Service



COPPUL WestVault LOCKSS Network

Five distributed copies of files.

Automated integrity checks.



Archivematica As a Service



Digital Preservation: National Partnerships



Canadian Web Archiving Coalition

• Coordinates web archiving among university 

libraries

• Ensures that critical national & regional 

content is captured

• Develops long term strategy for preserving 

content in ArchiveIT



CARL Digital Preservation WG

• Collects data & tracks DP progress among 

memory institutions

• Organizes knowledge sharing & training events



Portage Network of Experts

• Pan-Canadian Research Data Management

expertise with over 100 in-kind experts

- Preservation Expert Group

- Curation Expert Group

- Repositories Working Group

- Dataverse North Working Group



COPPUL WestVault

Ontario Library Research Cloud



Digital Research Infrastructure Funding

$572.5 million





Digital Preservation: Future Work

Distributed, replicated 

cloud storage with 

audit tools. 

Dedicated professional 

positions at 

local and national level

Ongoing, long-

term funding 

model.

Storage Expertise Funding



New Partnerships

?
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lgoddard@uvic.ca


