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Numbering over 20 million, Asian 
American Pacific Islanders (AAPIs) are 
the fastest growing racial group in the 
United States.

The AAPI population grew 72% from 
2000 to 2015.

Data courtesy of the Pew Research Center 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/08/key-
facts-about-asian-americans/





Orange County, California

• Population 3.17 million

• White: 1.3 million (43%)

• Latino: 1 million (34%)

• AAPI: 618,000 (20%)
(Fastest growing)

– Vietnamese: 200,000 

– Korean: 94,000

– Filipino: 90,000

– Chinese: 85,000
(Cambodian:7,000| Laotian:3,000 | Hmong: 1,200)

Photos from The Orange County Register



University of California, Irvine

Zot, Zot, Zot!



UCI Libraries



UCI Libraries Southeast Asian Archive (est. 1987)

Documenting the histories of Cambodian, Laotian, 
Hmong and Vietnamese diasporic communities.



Southeast Asian Archive (SEAA) Residency

● Partnership with Ryerson University 
in Toronto, Canada

● Master of Arts candidate in Film + 
Photography Preservation  

● Half time professional training, half 
time research in SEAA collections

● Thesis->“PERFORMING AND PRESERVING 
MEMORIES: VERNACULAR PHOTOGRAPHS IN THE 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE DIASPORA”



Projects

● Rehouse photographs
● Inventory, description, 

digitization
● Help with archives 

workflows 



Connections

● Opportunity to audit 
Asian American Studies 
courses with 4+1 MA 
Students

● Faculty mentorship, 
peer support during 
thesis writing



TK|TL  Research Project

• Transforming Knowledge, Transforming Libraries is a three-
year research project that explores the outcomes of 
undergraduate students applying what they learn in ethnic 
studies combined with lived experience in contributing to 
community archives. (2017-2020)

• Can libraries bridge the gap between ethnic studies theory and 
community archives practice?

• What are the outcomes of undergraduate students applying 
what they learn in ethnic studies combined with their lived 
experience in contributing to community archives?



Research Team

Thuy Vo Dang, Curator forthe Southeast Asian Archive

Jimmy Zavala, Project Coordinator Librarian (TKTL)

Audra Eagle Yun, head of Special Collections & Archives

Krystal Tribbett, Curator for Orange County Regional History



Community-centered archives partnerships 
are...

● Responsive to the community’s needs
● Collaborative, shared authority
● Recognizes differentiation between communities and their 

needs
● Attentive to historical inequities reflected in archives

https://ocseaa.lib.uci.edu/community_archives

https://ocseaa.lib.uci.edu/community_archives


On campus partnerships 



Summer Cohort



Local Partnerships



Looking ahead...

● build out a vision for 
community-centered 
archives work

● sustain on campus and 
local partnerships

● train students; create a 
pipeline for future 
archives leaders



Thank you!

Contact information

Thuy Vo Dang

thuy.vodang@uci.edu

ocseaa.lib.uci.edu

mailto:thuy.vodang@uci.edu

