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Goals

To create a digital library focused on the culture &
heritage of the indigenous peoples of the Oceania
region

To create a centralised metadata repository through
harvesting partner collections, to enhance resource
discovery

To actively seek out funding for digitisation programs
across partner institutions

To investigate preservation issues around cultural
treasures

To grow the collections by collaborating with other
institutions
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Digital Collections

About the Collections

The collections of the Oceania Digital Library are made up of the individual
collections of the partner insitutions. Currently these include digitised photographs,
fulltext journals and books, video and sound files. Also included are bibliographic
indexes and finding aids to assist with discovery of non-digital resources.

On this page:

Books, Journals and Texts
Images

Indexes and Finding Aids
Video and Sound files

Books, Journals and Texts

Early New Zealand Books

The ENZB database contains the full text of more than 75 important books Members

published about New Zealand in the nineteenth century. The University of Auckland Library

The University of California San Diego Libraries
The University of Hawai'i Libraries

Journal of the Polynesian Societ

First published in 1892 the JPS is a major scholarly publication for the study of past
and present New Zealand Maori and other Pacific Island peoples and cultures. The
digitised version includes page images and full-text searching.
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PRDLA

e Grant of US$50,000 in Oct 2007 to digitize items
from our collections in support of the collaborative
creation of the Oceania Digital Library
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The Journal of

JBS

the

Polynesian

Society

The Polynesian Society is a non-profit organization based at the University of
Auckland, New Zealand. Founded in 1892, the Society's aim was the scholarly study of
past and present New Zealand M3ori and other Pacific Island peoples and cultures. It
has pursued this aim primarily through the Journal of the Polynesian Society, a
quarterly publication begun atthe Society's inception and enduring to the present.

The early issues of the Journal contain a rich repository of indigenous texts and
traditions contributed by Pacific peoples, as well as by missionaries and other
j , often i in local with English i Among the
scholars who have long contributed articles to the Journal are sociallcultural
ists,  arc ists, histori linguists and physical/biological
anthropologists working in Micronesia and Melanesia, as well as Polynesia. More
recently they have been joined by sociologists, political scienti ists and
other scholars .

Early editors of the Journal of the Polynesian Society were S. Percy Smith, W.H.
Skinner and Elsdon Best. Since the mid-1950s most editors have been associated
with the Anthropology Department of the University of Auckland, among them Jack
Golson, Bruce G. Biggs, Murray Groves, Antony Hooper, Mervyn McLean, Geoff Irwin,
Richard Moyle and Judith Huntsman, who is the present editor

The University of Auckland Library and the Polynesian Society have collaborated in
initiating the Online Journal. The project will progressively digitise the first 100 years of
the Journal, from 1892-1991.
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Journal of the Polynesian Society 1892-

Tahitian astronomy, , the origin of
tattooing, the Easter island inscriptions, Fijian fire
ceremony, , cannibalism in the New

Hebrides, folk songs from Samoa, the Maori wars,
shark hunting, kava drinking,

, surf riding by canoe, sickness,
ghosts & medicine in Tonga, nose flutes, adoption in
New Guinea, string figures from the Gilbert Islands,
Maori death customs, Samoan head-shaping, the
Moa-hunters



oceania digital library

Comments

Thank you so much for excellent information, has helped me with my family whakapapa and
stories of ancestors

What a wonderful service and privilege for the Pacific community to access such invaluable
commentary on our own ancestry and cultures!

Thank you very much, fa'afetai tele lava, malo aupito, mahalo nui loa! How wonderful that
this digitized collection is available in full-text online.

The journals of the Polynesian Society portray images of the past that help those who are in
search of their identity and piece together a jigsaw puzzle of historical memoirs to promote a
sense of belonging not merely to a local community or a racial group, but to a nation, and
ultimately to all ethic groups and all humanity.

I grew up on these publications, as | had Tupuna that were contributors.

I have been researching the net to find any material that relates to Ngati Tunohopu and our
marae, and have noticed that there are a number of articles concerning Ngati Tunohopu and
our ancestors contained in The Journal of the Polynesian Society.

Wow! This is fantastic. Nga mihi ki a koutou mo eenei taonga korero!
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ASIATIC GODS IN THE PACIFIC.

ByE. Tregear.

1. Just as the student of natural history takes interest in finding that some primitive form of animal life has
survived the accidents and perils of the centuries and exists in a rare and solitary type of modern creature,
so does the student of ethnology rejoice in coming across some survival in human custom or discovery in
human language which may bridge over the gulf between ancient men and ourselves. To find some old
dream still with living power, some infinitely ancient belief yet possessing vitality stimulates his research
and causes him to hold as valuable what others engaged in the more active struggles of life would deem of
little interest and of no useful application. This is the plea with which I venture to bring forward the
enumeration of certain coincidences in religious belief once held by peoples of the old world, and compare
them with those held sacred up to our own day by the natives of the Pacific Islands. There s, however,
another side to the question; it is, that it is quite possible, even if the main thesis be incorrect, we may bring
to the surface certain points of interest otherwise liable to be forgotten, and so the research may be valuable
for its side-issues, even if it be only to provoke discussion on subjects little known.

2. In treating of the eities of people widely separated in point of distance, geographical and chronological, it
may be pointed out that there are two ways (at least) in which coincidence may be marked; one is a
similarity of name, and the other a likeness of attribute or action. Coincidence of name may be valuable as
shewing the primal identity, even when the legends respecting the life and power of the divine person may
differ. Thus, Tane is, with little doubt, the same god in New Zealand as in Hawaii, though in the former
place he is regarded as the male principle, and in the latter as the god of light; just as Apollo was worshipped
in one place as the sun, and in others as the god of poetry or medicine. Names are thus sometimes valuable
for purposes of investigation, even when the histories are clouded over with race and national
metamorphoses.

The first part of this paper, the lesser part, is devoted to some curious similarities in names, &c.; the second
is descriptive of certain coincidences in legendary action between an Asiatic and a Polynesian Goddess.

-1300)
THE ANCIENT GODS.

3. It is a well-known fact that when the Chaldean people occupied that part of Asia which they afterwards
made so famous, their Semitic language displaced that of a nation called the Accadians, who used an
“agglutinative” form of speech. There is no good in going over this ground, which has been thoroughly

Asiatic Gods In The Pacific, By E. Tregear, P129-146 [$ @ mnternet H 100% ~
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