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Introduction 
• NUSL has initiated several digitization 

projects over the years 

Digital Media Gallery 

Exam Papers 

Selected Printed 

Materials from 

NUSL 



NUS Chinese Library 

•  Established in 1953, at 
University of Malaya 

• Over 490,000 volumes of Chinese 
materials 

•  Ranked after Library of Congress 
and Harvard Yenching Library 



Southeast Asian Chinese Collection 



First Digitization Initiative -- Lat Pau 



• Singapore’s 1st Chinese 
Daily Newspaper 

• Published 1881-1932 
• NUS Chinese Library covers 

1887-1932 
• Available Online in Jan 2000 

First Digitization Initiative -- Lat Pau 
(cont.) 



First Digitization Initiative -- Lat Pau 
(cont.) 



HDCSEA Project  
(Historical Documents on Chinese in Southeast Asia Project) 

•  Proposed in 2004 
•  To digitize available documents of 

research value and relevant to the 
historical studies on Chinese in 
Southeast Asia 

•  Purposes :  
1. Preservation of fragile primary   

 source materials 
2. Provide convenient access to 

 researchers and students 



HDCSEA Project (cont.) 

•  Includes :  
a) Historical Documents from      

 NUS Libraries 
b) Other institutions 
c) Individuals 

•  Priority : Primary Resources  
Newspapers, Magazines, Commemorative 
Publications, Textbooks, Manuscripts, Travel 
and Descriptions, and Private 
Correspondences 



• Also Include :  
Secondary Materials 
Important historical writings by 
Chinese authors in Southeast Asia 
which are out of print and had not 
been widely circulated before  

•  Important :  
Only non-copyrighted 
materials are included  

HDCSEA Project (cont.) 



HDCSEA Project (cont.) 

Brochure on 

HDCSEA Project 



• Materials in good physical conditions –  
In-house Digitization 



• Materials in microfilm, fragile materials, 
thread-bound Chinese books – 
Outsource to External Vendors 



HDCSEA Website 
•  Launched in March 2007 

http://www.lib.nus.edu.sg/chz/SEAChinese/index.html 



HDCSEA Website (cont.) 

Lat Pau 

Sin Kok Min Jit Pao 



HDCSEA Website (cont.) 

Biographies 



HDCSEA Website (cont.) 

Individual 
works 



HDCSEA Website (cont.) 

First Issue of 
Literary 

Magazines 



HDCSEA Website (cont.) 



HDCSEA Website (cont.) 

Sun Poo 

Chong Shing Yit Pao 

Penang Sin Peo 



HDCSEA Website (cont.) 

School 
Commemorative 

publications 



Access via Library Catalogue 



Benefits 

•  Institutions and individuals 
to offer their publications 
to NUSL 
– Received a total of 557 titles 

on Chinese Overseas 
Studies and Southeast Asian 
Studies from March 07 to 
February 2008 



Benefits (cont.) 

• Persuading others to donate or 
loan their collections for 
digitization 



Some Examples… 
•  The children of Mr Chua Boon Hean 

donated screenplays and literary works 
collected by Mr Chua�

Screenplays collected 
by Mr Chua 



• Mahua Literature Resource Centre 
helped in obtaining copyright 
clearance and loaned lacking issues 
for digitization 



• Attracting donors to fund 
our acquisition and 
digitization effort   

Benefits (cont.) 



Conclusion 

• Demonstrating a virtual  
product to donors proved 
to be more effective than 
just a descriptive brochure 

• Digitizing unique materials 
in the library collection can 
be an important 
component of an 
Institution’s collection 
development strategy 


