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UCLA Library 

  Founded in 1919 
  College of Letters and Science and 11 

professional schools 
  118 undergraduate degree programs and 

200 graduate degree programs 
  Serves 38,500 students 
  4,016 teaching faculty 
  Library ranked in the top 10 in North America 

with 8.2 million volumes 



Digitization efforts at UCLA 

  The Digital Library Program 
  Open Content Alliance 
  GOOGLE 
  California Digital Library 
  Calisphere 



UCLA Digital Library Program 

  Responsible for fostering Digital Library work 
at UCLA 
  Creating digital collections 
  Looking for synergies with research, teaching, and 

learning 
  Digital preservation 
  Access and use tools 
  Standards development 
  Cooperative projects: campus, statewide, national, 

international 



If we build it… 

  What are we building? 
  Collections 

  Some. All. The “important” parts. Important collection 
development aspect 

  Digital objects 
  Digital “items” or fragments 

  Digitize complete objects or logical groupings 
  Mirror of physical collection or some other 

artificial grouping? 



If we build it… 

  Tie to the finding aid, or provide other means 
of access? 
  Online Archive of California 

  Connections to finding aids 

  Calisphere 
  Presentation for general public 

  Who are the collections for? 
  Rats Spinal Cord Image Archive 
  Los Angeles Times Photographic Archive 



If we build it… 

male : control :  
retrodorsal dorsal lateral nucleus 

Sheriff Deputies carry Aurora 
Vargas from Chavez Ravine home 
May 9, 1959 



… will they come? 

  Who are “they”? 
  What are they doing with our digital objects? 
  Feedback 

  Digitization requests 
  Offers of metadata 
  Personal communication 
  Legal communication 
  Statistics 



Digitization versus Digital Projects 
  Digitization 

  to provide access 
  is a “snapshot” of the 

item 
  conventional metadata, 

using current standards 
of description 

  May have a 
preservation 
component 

  Conventional access 

  Digital projects 
  Adds a service layer of 

some type 
  Innovative forms of 

presentation 
  Digital object reuse and 

exchange 
  Not only a new DL 

standard 
  But also a key feature of 

the emerging digital 
landscape 

  Web 2.0 features 



Conventional access 

  Functionality similar to Library catalogs 
  Search data records 
  Browse data records 
  Lists (subjects, names) 
  View digital objects 

  Browse digital objects 
  Turn pages 

  Union catalogs 
  OAI (Open Archives Initiative) harvesting 



New ways of interacting with digital objects (Web 
2.0)  (Virtual Research Environment 

  User participation, community-generated 
content 
  Features of Wiki (ability to edit), Blog (comment) 

  Comments, reviews, commentary (scholarship), 
publication 

  “tag”, annotate, recombine, “mash-up” 
  Leads to creation of new knowledge or 

understanding 
  Upload new digital content 



Popular culture as  
Web 2.0 focus 
  Frontera collection of 

Mexican and Mexican-
American sound 
recordings 
  78 & 45rpm phonograph 

discs 

  American orientalism 
  Photographs, books, 

sheet music, sound 
recordings 



Mass digitization of special 
collections? 
  Just a matter of time (and money!) 
  “Careful digitization on a grand scale” 
  Parallel to microfilm 
  For broad access, not preservation 



Digital Library services 

  Digitization on demand 
  For instruction 
  For research 

  Provide access to detail available in master 
image 
  Zoom and pan 

  Web 2.0 features 
  Make metadata harvestable 
  Encourage “reuse and exchange” 



Digitization examples 

  Manuscripts 
  Near Eastern collections 

  Arabic, Persian, Armenian, Ethiopian, Ottoman Turkish 

  Medieval and Renaissance 
  Books 

  Solinus, 1512 
  Maps and plans 

  Orsini archive 



Proactive digitization 

  Caro Minasian collection 
  New Julfa and Isfahan, Iraq 
  Languages 

  Armenian, Persian, Arabic, others 

  Books and manuscripts 
  Religious texts, philosophy, medicine, other 

secular texts 
  One of the most extensive post-classical Islamic 

manuscript collections in the United States 







  Solinus, C. Julius, 3rd cent.? 
C. Iulius Solinus De situ orbis 
terrarum [et] de singulis mirabilibus 
quae in mundo habentur. Uibius 
Sequester De fluminibus montibus 
lacubus [et] gentibus : prouinciarum 
totius orbis nomina ; ad nostra 
tempora redacta. 
[Pesaro] : Impressum Pisauri ab 
Hieronymo Soncino, Vltimo Ianuarii 
[31 Jan.] 1512. 

  [6], XXXIIII, [8] leaves ; 32 cm. (fol). 

  Copious marginal annotations by 
Camilli Gradi. 

  Young Research Library 
Department of Special Collections * 
Z233.I8 S65c 1512  











Scholarly collaboration 

  Cuneiform Digital Library Initiative 
  Bob Englund, Near Eastern Languages and 

Cultures 
  Hypermedia Cities 

  Todd Presner, Germanic Studies 
  Berlin 
  Los Angeles 

  UCLA Encyclopedia of Egyptology 
  Willeke Wendrich, NELC 



Cuneiform 
Digital 
Library 
Initiative 



Hypercities 

  Draws on multiple digital repositories 
  Maps, photographs, documents 

  Ability for user to move through dimensions 
of both time and space (geo-temporal) 

  Metadata includes geo-temporal data to drive 
behaviors 





Hypercities Los Angeles 



Documentary photographs 

  Los Angeles Times 
Photographic Archive 

Chavez Ravine 
(Current site of  

Dodger Statium) 



Hypercities Los Angeles 

UCLA Digital Library 
(texts, images, maps, multimedia) 

Web application 
(licensed) 

Users 
(faculty, students, public) 

HTTP 

HTTP 

Web services (XML) 

USC Digital Archive 
(texts, images, maps, multimedia) 

HTTP 

Web services (XML) 



UCLA Encyclopedia of Egyptology (UEE) 

UCLA Digital Library 
(texts, images, maps, multimedia) 

UC Digital Preservation Repository 

UC eScholarship Repository 
(articles in PDF format) 

UEE web application 
(licensed) 

Web services (XML) 

Users 
(faculty, students, public) 

HTTP 

HTTP 

HTTP 

METS/XML 

METS/XML 











Generic access model 

UCLA Digital Library 
(texts, images, media) 

UC Digital Preservation Repository 

UC eScholarship Repository 
(articles in PDF format) 

Faculty produced 
content/application 

Web services (XML) 

Users 
(faculty, students, public) 

HTTP 

HTTP 

HTTP 

METS/XML 

METS/XML 



Cooperative digitization & metadata 
harvesting 
  OAI protocol for metadata harvesting 
  Sheet Music Consortium 

  UCLA, Duke, Indiana, Johns Hopkins 
  Harvests from these institutions, plus 

  Library of Congress 
  National Library of Australia 
  Maine Music Box 

  IMLS planning grant to expand service 
  Music Manuscript Consortium 



Sheet Music Consortium 



The Virtual Research Environment 

  Web 2.0 tools 
  Collaboration, or not, as needed 

  Small working groups 
  Classes 
  Open to public 

  Gathering and sharing of metadata and/or 
digital objects 

  Publish 
  Within the VRE; in other online spaces; or export 
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