
香港中文大學圖書館系統 
University Library System 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 







Agenda 

 1. Development of digitization at The 
Chinese University of Hong Kong 

 2. Digitization projects at major libraries in 
Hong Kong 

 3. Issues after digitization 
 4. Conclusion – more collaboration 

between industries and libraries, libraries 
with libraries, consortiums with 
consortiums,  etc. 



Hong Kong Newsbot 
January 1995 to 
December 2000 

400,000 Newspaper images from 
6 Hong Kong newspapers 





Digitization Projects 
  Printed Materials 

  Books – Chinese Rare Book & MinGuo Collection 
  Journals & Newspaper – HK Literature Database   
  Letters & Correspondences– Church Archives

  Others – Collection of Chinese Opera Information 

Centre, Dept of Music, CUHK


  Audio-Visual Materials

  Video-on-Demand, VOD 
  Prof. Rulan Chao Pian Donation   

 Microforms 



Printed Materials ‐ Books 

1.  Chinese Rare Book

–  Since December 2006


–  533 @tles and 2077 volumes digi@zed  
–  Chinese Rare Book Database 



古籍數碼化計劃 - 中國古籍庫 




Full Text Images  



MinGuo (1911‐49) Books 
2.  Featured Books of Minguo Project 

–  100 libraries from Mainland China & Hong Kong joined.  
Best copy among 100 libraries is used to scan. 



MinGuo Books 

3.  China-US Million Book Digital Library Project 
•  It listed over 600,000 English and Chinese titles as at 

the end of June 2008. 



MingGuo Books at CUHK 

4.  MinGuo Collection 
  Since April 2008 
  5036 titles, 6,294 volumes are digitized 

as of  the end of August 2008 



Print Journal 

38 Full Text Journals 
•  Since 2000


•  HK literature Database 









Letters, Correspondences, minutes, etc. 
Church Archives 
  170,000 images 
  Historical documents of churches in 

Hong Kong and China in 1950-1980 



Printed Materials ‐ Others 

Collec@on of Chinese Opera  

   ‐   Since 2008

–  Yam and Pak Collec@on: 

Libre[, Photographs 


–  Sit Gwoksin Collec@on: 
Postbills, 
Newspapers,Synopsis 


–  Wong Jytseng Collec@on: 
Photographs 



Audio‐Visual Materials 

Video‐on‐Demand, VOD 

Local TV Programmes 



Audio‐Visual Materials 

Prof. Rulan Chao Pian Dona@on




Prof. Rulan Chao Pian Donation 

 The audio-visual material collection contains 
over 5500 items:


l  Film 
l  Slide 
l  Microfilm 
l  Open Reel 
l  Cassette Tapes 

l LP 
l Audio CD 
l DVD 
l VHS, Video 8 
l VCD 



HKU – Digital Projects 
 Basic Law Drafting History Online  
 Beijing Historical Geography Database 北京歷史地理數據庫 �
 China Through Western Eyes  
 Chinese Collectanea in Japanese Libraries 日本見藏中國叢書目錄 �
 Community Health Projects  
 Digital Editions from HKU Press e-Video Electronic Gallery of HKU  
 ExamBase Fung Ping Shan Library Rare Book Catalogue  
 Historical Laws of Hong Kong Online  
 HKU Scholars Hub  
 Hong Kong and the West until 1860  
 Hong Kong Government Reports Online (1853-1941)  
 Hong Kong Journals Online  
 Hong Kong Listed Company Papers Online  
 Hong Kong Newspaper Clippings Online Hong Kong Oral History Archives  
 Hong Kong Stock Market Archives and Artifacts Collection  
 Hong Kong Tourism Board Collection  
 Hong Kong Table of Contents Database  
 Hong Kong University Theses Online  
 The Last Governor Online Sun Yat-sen in Hong Kong 孫中山在香港 �
 Translations from Chinese  
 Union Catalogue of Overseas Chinese Collection in HKU and JU 華僑華人研究書目庫




HKBU – Digital Projects 
HKBU Related 
 HKBU Examination Papers 
 HKBU Faculty and Staff Papers and 

Reports Catalogue 
 HKBU Honours Projects 
 HKBU Teaching Development Grants 

(TDG) Projects 
 HKBU Theses & Dissertations 

Newspaper Clippings & TV Programmes 
 Christianity in Contemporary China 

Clippings Database 
 Contemporary China Newspaper 

Clippings Database 
 HK Television Programmes Database 
 Online Video Resources 
 Overseas Chinese Clippings Database 

Hong Kong Library Information Synergy 
(HKLIS) 

•  Dissertations and Theses Collection (DTC)  
•  Law Library Collections (LLC) 
•  Medical Library Collections (MLC) 
•  Multimedia Collections (MTC)  
•  Hong Kong Library Science Database (HKLS) 
•  Hong Kong Digitization Project Initiatives 

(HKdpi) 

Others 
•  The Calligraphy, Sayings and Writings of 

Famous Chinese Writers 
•  China Through the Eyes of CIM Missionaries 
•  Chinese Medicine Specimen Database 
•  Elsie Tu Digital Collection 
•  Portrait Gallery of Chinese Writers 



After digitization    

 Library space will be less demanding?? 
 Re-designing library space for the 

electronic age 



After digitization 

 A common platform for searching 
 Grouping according to specialized 

collections or subjects 







           Google Book Search 





After digitization 

 Less new books printed ?? 
 More new books printed in Mainland China 



Bowker 2007 Report 

  Bowker Reports U.S. Book Production Flat in 2007 
Traditional Book Publishing Steady, But “On 
Demand” Publishing Soars as New Technologies 
Reduce Barriers to Entry  

  New Providence, N.J. - May 28, 2008 - Bowker, the global leader in 
bibliographic information management, today released statistics on 
U.S. book publishing for 2007, compiled from its Books In Print® 
database. Based on preliminary figures from U.S. publishers, 
Bowker is projecting that U.S. title output in 2007 increased slightly 
to 276,649 new titles and editions, up from the 274,416 that were 
published in 2006. While traditional book publishing was basically 
flat last year, there was a in the reported number of “On Demand” 
and short-run books to 134,773, pushing the grand total for 
projected 2007 U.S. book output to 411,422 books. To maintain the 
continuity of statistics, Bowker is excluding this output from its 
traditional reporting and has begun tracking the On Demand 
industry segment separately. 



After digitization 

 Standards & specifications 
 Open Ebook specification 1.0 









After digitization 

 More complicated copyright management 











Global Library Digitization Projects 

 According to Gartner: 
 Massive size of such a project means that 

implemenation could take a decade and 
publishers are concerned that copyright 
interpretation of ‘fair use’ could delay the 
progress. 



After digitization- Give an old Industry  a New 
Life 

 Print on Demand is flourishing 





Photo Album 

by ritaw 







 “The most startling development last 
year is the reporting of ‘On Demand’ titles, 
leading to a stunning five-fold increase of 
new titles in the unclassified category, 
which mostly consists of reprints of public 
domain titles and other short-run books,” 

(Bowker 2007 report) 





EBM’s Current Content 
Approximately 900,000+ titles and growing 

Primary: 
•  Lightning Source – 500,000+ titles; 4,300+ publishers 

(currently obtaining approval). 

Other: 
•  Open Content Alliance – 400,000+ public-domain titles. 
•  HarperCollins – 14,000 titles  
•  University of Alberta – textbooks and academic and 

professional titles. 
•  World Bank. 
•  Foreign language publishers. 



EBM Locations (11) 

University of Alberta 
Campus Bookstore in 
Edmonton, Canada - they 
expect to print 20,000 
books in 2008. 

University of 
Michigan Library 

World Bank, 
Washington, D.C. 
(exhibition model) 

Newsstand UK (UK-based 
distributor of newspapers and 
magazines to hotels and 
confectionary shops). 

Internet Archive 
(San Francisco, CA) 

Northshire 
Bookstore 
(Vermont) 

New Orleans 
Public Library 

Library of 
Alexandria, Egypt 

DA Information 
Systems - Australia’s 
largest full-service 
library supplier 

New York Public 
Library (exhibition 
model) 

McMaster University 
Campus Bookstore 
(Hamilton, ON, Canada)  



Majors Issues 

 1. Standards and specifications 
 2. Common platform for searching 
 3. Copyright clearance 



  
 
Collaboration is the key 
       to  
     future development 
       in  
     library digitization  





 
Thank you! 

Rita-wong@cuhk.edu.hk 


