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Introduction 

  The libraries in China may be categorized into 
three types based on their superior 
government agencies or affiliated institutions.  
–  Public libraries: the cultural administrations  
–  Academic and school libraries: the educational 

administrations 
–  Special libraries: the sci-tech administrations 

  Their funding sources are largely allocated by 
different government agencies at the central 
or local levels, respectively.  



   For the past 10 years, dozens of digital 
library projects have been implemented 
in China, and they have been led and 
sponsored by different government 
agencies based on their administrative 
systems. The funds and the digital 
products of the DL projects are usually 
shared only within a type of the libraries.  



National projects 

 The Ministry of Education: CALIS, 
CADAL… 

 The Ministry of Culture: Digital Library of 
China, National Culture Information 
Resources Sharing Project… 

 The Ministry of Science and 
Technology: NSTL… 



In Zhejiang Province 

 Department of Education: ZADL 
(Zhejiang Academic Digital Library) 

 Department of Culture: ZJDL (Zhejiang 
Digital Library) 

 Department of Science and Technology: 
ZDLS (Zhejiang Digital Library of 
Science) 



 As a result, the mass digitization of print 
collections, the purchase of commercial 
databases and the software 
development in the different DL projects 
have serious duplications, and the 
resources are not reasonably shared 
among the different types of libraries, 
either at the national or local levels.  



 However,  the development of NingBo 
Digital Library (NBDL) has not followed 
the ways of the national or provincial 
digital library projects. In order to avoid 
the duplications and to promote the 
resource sharing, NBDL is sponsored 
by the city government and carried out 
by the different types of libraries, 
including the public, academic, school, 
special libraries around the city. 



About Ningbo City 

 Ningbo, neighboring Shanghai and 
Hangzhou, is located in the east of 
Zhejing Province, in the middle part of 
China’s coastline. It covers an area of 
9,816 sq. km on land with a population 
of 5.7 million. The urban area covers 
2,462 sq.km, with a population of 2.2 
million.  



Map of Zhejiang Province 



Map of 
Ningbo 



 Ningbo is an important industrial and 
port city on the southeastern coast of 
China. It is one of the most promising 
cities in China as appraised by the 
United Nations. In 2006, the urban 
competitive power of Ningbo ranks 6th 
among China’s inland cities.  

 The per capita GDP was $10079 in the 
year of 2008. 



  The city government decided to build a 
regional digital library in 2007 and the five 
government agencies, Bureau of Education, 
Bureau of Culture, Bureau of Science & 
Technology, Bureau of Development and 
Reform, and Bureau of Finance, jointly 
formed a leading group for the project called 
Ningbo Digital Library (NBDL). 

The government’s role in the regional 
DL development 



   Ningbo Municipal Government 
allocates RMB40 million yuan ($5.85 
million) to the first phase 
(2007-2010) of the project. 



The partners of NBDL 

 There are 18 individual libraries, 
including 16 academic and school 
libraries, 1 public library system (the city 
library and the subordinate public 
libraries at county and community 
levels) and 1 special library (the city 
information institute) join the project.  





The goal of NBDL 
  The goal of the project is to digitize the local 

cultural, sci-tech, industrial and educational 
resources, integrate the born digital materials 
of the participating institutions and local 
enterprises, develop several special 
databases with local characteristics, establish 
a unified portal and serve the local industries, 
education and research institutions, and the 
citizens as well.  



The progress of NBDL 

  Digitizing the local resources. 
  Collecting the born digital materials for the 

local industries. 
  Purchasing the licenses of commercial 

databases 
  Integrating the resources of the member 

institutions. 
  Providing digital service via the NBDL portal.  



Digitizing local resources 
--Old local newspapers 





Old local books (Chorography) 



Local paintings 

← 



Collecting the born digital materials 
for the local industries 

 Textile and garment: the largest 
production base of business suits and 
shirts. 

 Port and logistics: the second largest 
port in China. 

 Machinery and mould…… 



Textile and garment database. 



Port and logistics database. 



Machinery and mould database. 



Integration of the resources 

  In order to reveal the collections of all 
the member institutions at a unified 
portal, the metadata of them are 
harvested and converged.  

 Until now, 176 million metadata of the 
18 member institutions have been 
harvested and integrated into the portal 
of NBDL.  



Type of Resources  Number of metadata 
(thousand) 

Journal papers 121718 
Books 5515 
Dissertations and theses 2485 
Conference papers 5414 
Newspapers 25101 
Standard material 750 
Patent material  15441 
Video and audio  233 
Total 176,657 

Metadata harvested from the 18 members of NBDL 

← 



NBDL portal 

 NBDL introduced the SuperStar 
Company to develop a portal. 

  In March 2009, the NBDL portal (
http://www.nbdl.gov.cn/) began to open 
to the local users. 



Home page of NBDL portal  
http://www.nbdl.gov.cn 



北京世纪超星信息技术发展有限责任公
司	  

Search books�



北京世纪超星信息技术发展有限责任公
司	  

The search results 



The bibliographic information  



Contents�



E-book 
browse 

The text�



Link to the p-book�



The p-book call number�
 and other messages�



P-book holdings in 
different libraries 
around the nation�



Journal paper search�



北京世纪超星信息技术发展有限责任公
司	  

Click the title 

56902 hits �



The full text can be 
downloaded with permission 



 Document delivery may be carried out 
by the participant libraries  via emails to 
the users who cannot directly download 
the full-test files of databases outside 
the campuses. 



The request form for DD 



Full text files may be delivered via email 



 From March to Oct 2009, the NBDL 
portal has been viewed by 150 
thousand person times, 1.7 million full-
text documents downloaded by the 
users around the city, and 167 
thousand papers  delivered to the 
patrons by the librarians of the member 
institutions.  

 The success of NBDL has facilitated the 
regional DL development around China.  
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统一认证—登录 

缺：登录后的截屏 

 Shenzhen Document Net 
http://www.szdnet.org.cn 





Conclusion 

  The development of regional digital libraries 
has avoided the duplications of digitizing the 
library collections and promoted resources 
sharing among different types of libraries. 

   In China, the rise of regional digital libraries 
is changing the way for the past decade that 
individual government agencies dominated 
the digital library development within its 
administrative systems, and the provincial or 
city level digital library projects will be the 
mainstream of the future development. 



Thank you and welcome to ZJUNIT! 


